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Heritage Dinner May 13th, 2011 
Guest Speaker:  Joe Martin, F.C.M.C.; LL.D    

Four Centuries of Relentless Change in Huronia: A 
Cottager’s Perspective 

 
There are few individuals in Canada who 
know more about Canadian history than 
Joe Martin. His name may seem rather 
ordinary  but Joe is unique.  Anyone who 
attends the  Huronia Museum Heritage 
Dinner 2011 at the North Simcoe Sports 
and Recreation Centre on Friday, May 13 

will discover the truth of this bold statement. 

Joe was born in rural Saskatchewan but raised and educated 
in Manitoba. Even though his surname is Martin (he claims 
that it is the most common surname in Canada) he is of 
Icelandic stock and very proud of it. In recent years he 
spearheaded the restoration of his pioneer ancestors' 
cemetery. When Joe was just a young man he became 
involved in Manitoban politics and served as Executive 
Assistant to the late Premier,  Duff Roblin. 

Joe could have become a professor but he didn't; he became a 
management consultant and  senior partner with what is now 
Deloitte Consulting.  Joe and his wife, Sally, moved to 
Toronto in 1968 and raised their four children there. More 
than 30 years ago they started spending their summer holidays 
in Tiny Township, and they have owned summer homes here 
since 1995. Sally and Joe love this part of Georgian Bay, and 

they are keen environmentalists. They love the trees, drive a 
small car and share their beach!  They are both very involved 
in their adopted community and they make sure that their 
many guests always visit local tourist attractions, especially 
museums, festivals and historic sites. Even our local politics 
fascinates Joe. (He reads the local newspapers carefully.) Joe 
absolutely loves baseball and follows it closely, even the local 
teams. Sally and Joe both play tennis and love cross-country 
skiing. They support local contractors, shops, restaurants, car 
dealers and church suppers. Sally Martin is a water-colour 
artist who knows the art galleries and the museum well. 

Joe is a generous and active supporter of many historical 
organizations – and a much sought-after fund-raiser. He is the 
President Emeritus of Canada's National History Society. He 
has been President of the Manitoba Historical Society and an 
executive member of the board of the Ontario Historical 
Society, and he is currently the historian for Toronto's 
prestigious Albany Club. He identifies as a Conservative, but 
he has many friends who are not. Joe's  friends are many … 
and they include the likes of David Crombie, Hal Jackman 
and Joe Clark! 

Joe Martin is often seen as a panelist on PBS, BNN and TVO, 
and quoted in the print media such as The Financial Post, The 
Economist,  The Financial Times (of London), The Toronto 
Star, The National Post, The Winnipeg Free Press … and 
even The Midland Free Press.  He lectures on cruise-ships 
and regularly participates in business and history 

symposiums. 

Professor Joe Martin is the Director of Canadian 
Business History at the University of Toronto's Rotman 
School of Management.  Last year he authored 
Relentless Change: A Casebook for the Study of 
Canadian Business History. Joe looks forward to the 
challenge of speaking at the 2011 Huronia Museum 
Heritage Dinner. 

 

Many thanks to our museum member  
Paul Delaney for this article 

Name 

Address 

Phone 

I would like to purchase ______ Heritage Dinner Ticket(s) and have enclosed payment for $_____.00 

You can order your Heritage Dinner Tickets by filling out this form 
and sending it to Huronia Museum along with payment  to Huronia 
Museum, 549 Little Lake Park Road, PO Box 638, Midland, Ontario 
L4R 4P4.  (For each $75 ticket a $40 tax receipt will be issued) 

Please make cheque payable to Huronia Museum.     
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Potholes, pitfalls and paleography: Roadwork is as roadwork was 
By Peter Davis—Museum Volunteer  
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HUMM Donation from museum day campers 

Two of the museum’s day campers, Tyler 
and Rayquel Rademaker emptied their 
piggy banks of all the pennies for the 
museum’s HUMM fundraiser to create new 
exhibits and refresh the museum.   They 
brought in a yogurt container full to the 
brim.  Many thanks to our young museum 
friends! 
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Georgian Bay Lumber Co. Exhibit Opening Sat. April 30th.   

To celebrate the kick-off to the spring season our next rotating exhibit will be about the recent acquisition pertaining to 
the Georgian Bay Lumber Company, the area’s largest white pine commercial lumbering operation located on 
Georgian Bay.  This company had its genesis with the Phelps and Dodge families of New York city whose 
entrepreneurs fostered the rise of modern capitalism in North America.  They used their profits to invest in the great 
growth industries of the 19th century railways, real estate, banking, lumbering and mining.  The Georgian Bay Lumber 
Company was an outgrowth of their extensive lumbering operations in the United States and the sons of these two New 
York City families were to prosper from the 1870s to the 1930s sustaining the company through successive fluctuations 
in the business cycle.  Art, photographs, original charters, documents, broadsheets, letters, business envelopes and 
some lumber equipment will all be on display as the museum portrays the rich commercial history of this company.  

Headquartered in Waubaushene in Tay Township it is an extraordinary peek 
into the past of just how extensive this lumber business was for the entire 
Georgian Bay watershed. 

This exhibit opens at 2 pm on Saturday, April 30th with a ribbon cutting 
ceremony and portrait unveiling of the HL (Henry) Lovering oil painting by 
the descendents of the very family that owned and operated certain aspects of 
the Georgian Bay Lumber Co.   

For further information call Huronia Museum at 705.526.2844. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Huronia Museum is getting  
in the Easter spirit! 

Join us on Saturday, April 23rd for cookie 
decorating and a glow-in-the-dark Easter 
egg hunt.  Bring the kids and enjoy a 
unique twist on a traditional egg hunt, 
exploring the museum in the dark and 
collecting your eggs to win a prize.  Plus 
kids can have fun decorating their very own 
Easter cookie and take part in our colouring 
contest to win a free week of camp. 

Our Easter egg hunt will run from 1 PM to 
3 PM on Saturday, April 23rd.  The cost is 
$1 per child and a non-perishable food item 
which will go to the Salvation Army food 
bank. 
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Glow-in-the-Dark Easter Egg Hunt 
Saturday, April 23rd, 2011 from 1:00—3:00 pm 

 
Board Meeting 

Thursday, April  28th, 2011 at 7:00 pm 
 

Annual Huronia Museum Heritage  Dinner  
Friday, May 13th, 2011 

 
  

Please note the date on the outside of the envelope in 
which your newsletter arrived.  The date directly below 
your address indicates when your membership will 
expire.  We can renew your membership at the front 
admissions desk when you stop by, with a credit card 
or by cheque.  If you need to renew your membership 
soon, please fill out the form below and send it back to 
us.  Thank you very much for taking a moment to do 
this.  Your membership fees help to support the day to 
day operations at the museum.   

Huronia Museum Membership Renewal 
Membership Type 

Credit Card # 

Method of Payment 

Signature 

Individual 

Family  

Corporate 

Patron 

Life  

$22.60 

Price 

$33.90 

$113.10 

$565.00 

$1130.00 

$0.00

Tax Receipt 

$0.00 

$80.00 

$480.00 

$980.00 

 

Name 

Address 

Phone Cash 

MasterCard 

Visa 

Exp. date 

Check 

Save some paper and send me my newsletters by email. 

Email address: 

Huronia Museum       
Huron Ouendat Village     
549 Little Lake Park Road    
Midland, Ontario L4R 4P4  
    
phone:  (705) 526-2844     fax :  (705) 527-6622 
email:  membership@huroniamuseum.com 

Web:  http://huroniamuseum.com 
Education Blog:  http://hmeducation,wordpress.com 
Follow us on Twitter:  http://twitter.com/HuroniaMuseum 
Flickr: http://www.flickr.com/people/huroniamuseum/ 
You can find us on Facebook under www.facebook.com/
huroniamuseum 

Upcoming Events 

Membership 
fees now 
include 

HST 

Membership Renewals Film Series  

April 20, 2011  -7:30 PM 

Incendies 

 

April 27, 2011  - 7:30 pm 

Of Gods and Men  

 

May 18, 2011—7:30 pm  

West is West 
(Gala Presentation & Reception) 

 

Please call or   stop by the museum for a list upcoming  
of movies or check our webpage at http://
huroniamuseumtest.wordpress.com/coming-events/film-
series/  for updates.   

If you would like to help as a volunteer, 
contact Abha at 705-533-2634 

Board Meeting  
Thursday, May 26th, 2011 at 7:00 pm 

 
Alethia:  To tell the truth 

Photographic exhibition of the works of Nick Anest 
Friday, June 17th, 2011 at 7:00 pm 

 
Board Meeting  

Thursday, June 23rd, 2011 at 7:00 pm 
 

Summer Jam starts June 29 and ends September 2 


