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Gearing up for Summer Jam Day Camp 
Once again the museum is excited and looking forward 
to Summer Jam Day Camp. The camp runs from June 
29th till September 2nd, Monday to Friday excluding 
Canada Day and Civic Holiday Monday. Beginning at 9 
am till 4 pm (Extended hours are available) children are 
introduced to fun and educational games, crafts, outdoor 
play, and more.  

This summer, each week is planned and organized 
around a particular theme. Some of the themes for this 
year include: The 5 senses, Magic Mania, The Green 
Scene, Food Frenzy, Crazy for Crafts and many others. 
Included in these themes each Tuesday there is a field 
trip to various destinations in Midland and the 
surrounding area. Some of these trips include: 
Springwater Park, Wye Marsh, Elmvale Jungle Zoo, 
Gymnastics club and many more. On Mondays and 
Thursdays there is swimming at the YMCA, Wednesday 
is Pizza day and Fridays the camp visits the Midland 
library. There are many exciting and fun things planned 
for the day camp this summer and we look forward to 
providing a fun, safe and educational experience for 
your child.  

This year counsellors Erin and Justine are ready for it all 
as they have both been counsellors at other day camps in 
the region. Both are students at the post secondary level 
studying children and youth as well as being trained in 
both First Aid and C.P.R. These girls have a very 
positive attitude towards camp and are ready to have a 

f u n  a n d 

exciting summer! 

Book a day or book a week it’s really up to you. Pre 
registration is not required but is recommended as there 
are some days that reach maximum capacity for the 
camp. The cost for one day of camp is $22 for members 
and $24 for non-members. Payment can be made by 
cash, cheque, Visa, MasterCard, or debit, weekly post 
dated cheques will also be accepted. Whether you come 
for a day or come for the entire summer our counsellors 
will be happy to see you and are excited to be a part of 
making your summer the best ever! 

Erin and Justine, this year’s Summer Jam camp 
counsellors, are busy planning a summer of fun 
activities and trips for children attending camp.   

SPONSORING 
DESERVING KIDS IN 
OUR COMMUNITY!   

This program enables us to 
offer two spots in our 
Summer Jam Day Camp 
every week to children who 
might otherwise not be 
able to attend any camp 
this summer.  The children 
who use these spots are 
chosen by local family 
service organizations not 
by Huronia Museum.  We 
simply fundraise to ensure 
the places are available.   
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The summer of 2009, we saw the completion of the quite extensive repairs and improvements to Highway 12 between 
Coldwater and Orillia. At times, it seemed like it never would be finished and, in traffic backups, perhaps some choice words 
of recommendation to “get thee forth and multiply” did on occasion pass my lips, directed at road crews and similar lightly-
weighted brains. But all such irritations are now forgotten. 

I did occasionally reflect on a road of an earlier period that follows that same path between Coldwater and Orillia – that is, it 
follows the same path in the way a wet piece of spaghetti threads its way through a needle. The old Coldwater Road of the 
1830s and 1840s, tangled itself and criss-crossed the present Highway 12, now on one high side and now on the other, but 
very occasionally sharing exactly the same pathway. 

In my research for the Huronia Museum on the life and times of Capt. T.G. Anderson, I am now investigating the history of 
the Indian Department of Upper Canada, specifically the letterbooks kept by the Toronto Indian Office (and the Kingston 
Office, during the union of the Canadas in the early 1840s), containing handwritten versions of all outgoing correspondence. 
Among the fascinating goodies found therein, I have discovered several letters relating to the road between Coldwater and 
Orillia of this earlier period, and of the challenges of road repair in those days. Below, I will let you become the researcher. 
Pretend you are reading something you have dug up from the musty microfilms of Library and Archives Canada, and learn 
how things were done so long ago as 1842. 

To S.B. Harrison, dated Indian Office Toronto, 24 January 1840. 

Sir, 

 I beg permission to bring under the consideration of His Excellency the Lieut. Governor the state of the road between 
the Narrows and Coldwater, a distance of about fourteen miles, which road connects Lake Simcoe with Lake Huron 
and is during the summer nearly impassable – although of the greatest importance to the settlements in Orillia, 
Medonte, Oro and Tay, rendering the communication between Holland Landing and Penetanguishene practicable by 
steam with the exception of this short portage.  

The land on either side of the road was formerly an Indian reservation but has  

been surrendered to the Crown for the purpose of being sold for the benefit of the Indians. It is, therefore, particularly 
desirable on this account that it should undergo repair, and it is of equal importance, in a public point of view, as the 
Indian stores annually forwarded from Toronto to Penetanguishene for shipment to Manitowaning are sent by this 
route on account of the short distance by land carriage. 

A sum of five hundred pounds judiciously expended would, I think, render the road comparatively good and, as the 

Potholes, pitfalls and paleography: Roadwork is as roadwork was 
By Peter Davis—Museum Volunteer  

Settlement Reached 

We are  pleased to announce that a settlement has been reached with our insurance company 
regarding the fire of May 8th 2007, which destroyed a large portion of the Huron Ouendat 
Village.  Huronia Museum would like to acknowledge the expert handling of the case by its 
lawyer, Mark Baker LLB, and the generous support of Ferguson Barristers of Midland, 
Ontario.    The museum’s board of directors and staff now look forward to future development in 
the Huron Ouendat Village. 
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 Provincial Parliament is now in session and the state of the public roads throughout the province may become the 
subject of their deliberation, I respectfully beg leave to suggest to His Excellency the propriety of specially drawing 
the attention of the two houses to the state of this road and recommending a grant of money for its repair.          
I have &c     S.P. Jarvis 

To Mr. Titus Willson, dated Indian Office Kingston, 17 June 1841. 

Sir, 

I beg to inform you that I have obtained the consent of His Excellency the Governor General to expend a further sum 
of money on the Coldwater Road; I have, therefore, to request that you will not dismiss your hands but continue the 
work making the road as you proceed as permanently good and substantial as possible. 

I shall endeavour to see you before long and in the meantime trust that every exertion will be made by you to 
complete the work with the utmost expedition as far as means will allow, using at the same time the strictest 
economies in the distribution of these funds.                                                                                   I have &c     S.P. 
Jarvis 

To Mr. W. Bonival Church Esqr, dated Indian Office Kingston, 17 June 1841.  

Dear Sir, 

I have much pleasure in informing you that I have obtained the consent of His Excellency the Governor General to 
expend an additional sum of money on the portage road between Coldwater and the Narrows. I spoke to you on a 
former occasion and suggested that the inhabitants should contribute something either by way of money or labour in 
aid of the work which is of so much importance to the settlement and prosperity of that section of the province. An 
opportunity now presents itself of making the portage one of the best roads in the country. It is unreasonable to expect 
a sum sufficient to complete it will be advanced by Government, and therefore the inhabitants so much interested in 
the settlement of Orillia and Medonte should come forward with a spirit of liberality and unite their efforts with 
Government to make the road substantially good.  You must be aware, unless it is well done, it will be labour and 
expense lost.I trust you will at once call a meeting of the inhabitants and endeavour to persuade them to fall in with 
my view of the subject. I am sure Mr. Dallas, Mr. Alley, Mr. Roe and many others interested will render you every 
assistance. 

I have &c     S.P. Jarvis 

To Gerald Alley1 Esqr, dated Indian Office Kingston, 17 June 1841. 

Sir, 

You will be gratified to learn that His Excellency the Governor General has given his consent to a further sum of 
money being expended on the Coldwater Road portage. I feel extremely anxious that this road should be completed in 
the best manner, but I fear without the assistance of the inhabitants the work cannot, with the means at my disposal, 
be so substantially done as to prevent its falling into decay as soon as the wet weather sets in. I am, therefore, 
induced to write you on the subject with the view of procuring your assistance in creating an interest in its favour 
among the settlers of Orillia, Medonte and Oro. At this season of the year, the farmers could without much 
inconvenience spare a few days labour which would greatly assist the funds now appropriated, and those who are 
able will, I have no doubt, upon being called upon subscribe a small sum in aid. May I beg the favour of you to move 
in the matter without delay. I have written to Mr. Church to do so also.The present opportunity of having a 
permanently good road over that execrable portage is too good to be lost, and I trust the inhabitants have too clear a 
view of their own interests to neglect it.                                                    I have &c     S.P. Jarvis 

1There is a great reference to Gerald Alley in a book titled Simcoe County Pioneer Papers found in the Reminiscences of 
John C. Steele, on page 11. He writes: “At this time in your, then, village there was a Mr. Alley, who was quite a stirring 
man, and indeed considered himself the founder of the village. He was very near-sighted, and old Mrs. James Sanson used 
to say there never was a village without a blind alley.” 

 

To T.W.C. Murdoch Esqr, dated Indian Office Kingston, 10 January 1842. 

Sir, 

In transmitting the accounts of Mr. R. Titus Willson, the contractor for improving the road between Coldwater 
and the Narrows at Lake Simcoe, it is necessary for me to offer some explanations to account for his 
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 expenditure of a greater sum than was authorized. When His Excellency the late Lord Sydenham2 was pleased to 
direct that the sum of three hundred pounds should be expended on this road, I addressed letters to some of the 
principal inhabitants of the township through which it passes, urging them to cooperate with the Government 
and by subscriptions in money or labour contribute to the fund already obtained and thus enable Mr. Willson to 
complete the work in the most substantial manner; the proposition was readily acceded to and an amount in 
money and labour equal to about one hundred and twenty- five pounds was subscribed. Mr. Willson, relying 
confidently on the receipt of this sum whenever it should be demanded, continued his labours until obliged to 
desist because of the frost. Upon completing his accounts to settle with his men, he called upon the subscribers 
to fulfil their engagements but to his amazement he discovered that Mr. Gerald Alley, a magistrate residing in 
Orillia and who had assisted in procuring the subscription, had called a public meeting to which he 
communicated a letter he had received from the Member for Simcoe, in which it was stated that the legislature 
had voted a large sum of money to be expended in improving the road in question, whereupon a resolution was 
passed recommending the inhabitants not to contribute anything and this advice was accordingly acted upon. 

I beg to say that I have personally inspected this road since Mr. Willson’s operations have been discontinued 
and I have no hesitation in declaring that the money entrusted to him has been well and faithfully expended, 
and, as he was deceived into an excess of expenditure by the promises of the inhabitants which he had no good 
reason to suppose would be violated, I trust His Excellency in Council will favourably consider the 
circumstances of the case and direct the balance claimed by Mr. Willson to be paid to the Commissioner of 
Crown Lands and made an additional charge upon the same fund from which the advance of three hundred 
pounds was obtained.             I have &c     S.P. Jarvis 

 
2Charles Edward Poulett Thomson became Lord Sydenham on 19 August 1840; a year later, he suffered a riding accident 
and, when his wound subsequently became infected, he died of lockjaw 19 September 1841. 

To Mr. Titus Willson, Welland Canal, dated Indian Office Kingston, 31 January 1842. 

Sir, 

I have the honor to transmit herewith enclosed the cheque of John Davidson Esquire, Commissioner of Crown Lands 
(No. 179 – bearing this date and addressed to the agent of the Bank of the People, Kingston) for the sum of sixty-eight 
pounds sixteen shillings and eleven pence Halifax currency, being the balance claimed by you for improving the road 
between Coldwater and the Narrows. This cheque will be cashed by any of the chartered banks or their agencies in the 
District of Niagara. 

I have to request that you will be pleased to transmit to me duplicate receipts for this money at your earliest 
convenience.                                         

I have &c     S.P. Jarvis 

Notice that the correspondence extends for all of two years, between 24 January  

1840 and the end of January 1842. Wow – that obstreperous old Coldwater Road. And we thought we had a tough time 
waiting the short period we did for our roadwork to be completed! 

Russel Noganosh-Exhibit Opening 
 

On September 10th at 2 pm, Huronia Museum is pleased to host a show 
of sculpture and paintings by Russell Noganosh.  Russell is a member of 
Henvey Inlet First Nation in northern Georgian Bay and on his own took 
up sculpting stone.  He became good friends with Isaac Bignell of The 
Pas, Manitoba who mentored him to start painting.  Since 1984 he has 
blossomed into a full-fledged artist. 

You are cordially invited to the opening of this show sponsored by 
Ferguson Barristers LLP.  See you in the gallery!   
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Oral History Project with Askennonia Seniors 
By Bryan  Piitz—Educational Programming Assistant and Special Project Coordinator   

On May 31, 2011, Askennonia Senior Centre hosted a luncheon and video screening 
at the North Simcoe Sports and Recreation Centre to showcase the life stories of two 
Huronia citizens:  Lydia Ehmcke, who narrowly escaped Danzig via the Baltic Sea 
in the closing days of WWII; and Marie Jessup, a “Guest Child” from England, sent 
to Canada by her parents to avoid the dangers of The Blitz. 

The videos were recorded a few weeks earlier at the Huronia Museum during 
interviews conducted by history students from Midland Secondary School.  Under 
the guidance of their history teacher, John Faragher and Huronia Museum adviser 
Bryan Piitz, the students selected questions based on in-class research.  The students 
were able to gain valuable, first-hand knowledge from people who had actually lived 
the history that they had so far only been able to read about. 

Project head and Askennonia Executive Director Judy Contin hopes that more 
people will come forward to share their stories in future interviews.  “This is such a 
great opportunity to preserve some of your family history and at the same time 
contribute to your community.” Said Contin, who added that anyone who is 
interested in participating should contact her via Askennonia (705-526-7609). 

The interviews with both Lydia Ehmcke and Marie Jessup are available for viewing 
on the Huronia Museum website (www.huroniamuseum.com) under the “Video” 
heading at the top of the page.  As more interviews become available, they will be 
added to that same page.  View them for research, nostalgia or just for fun! 

Regular viewers of our website (www.huroniamuseum.com) will 
have noticed a new, continuing feature on our humble blog, The 
Huronia Museum Show.  This new web series was developed with 
funding from the Government of Ontario’s Museums and 
Technology Fund, which allowed us to purchase video equipment 
and a new computer with the latest video editing software. 

The Huronia Museum Show features stories about the museum’s 
history, events, staff and volunteers.  It is a way to allow members 

of the community to engage with the museum online, as the videos are posted to YouTube, Facebook, 
Twitter and, of course, our blog. The response has been highly positive, and 
more episodes are being added every week.  To view them, go to our website 
and look under the “Video” tab at the top of the page.  You can also 
subscribe to our YouTube channel (www.youtube.com/user/
huroniamuseum). 

As part of our funding, the museum will also be purchasing touchscreen 
video displays that will feature all of the episodes of The Huronia Museum 
Show for anyone who may not be able to access them at home or by other 
means.  These screens will be available later this year. 

The Huronia Museum Show   
By Bryan  Piitz—Educational Programming Assistant and Special Project Coordinator   



6 

 

Summer Jam Day Camp 
June 30—September  

 
Board Meeting  

Tuesday, July 19th, 2011 
7 pm Museum Auditorium  

 

Please note the date on the outside of the envelope in 
which your newsletter arrived.  The date directly below 
your address indicates when your membership will 
expire.  We can renew your membership at the front 
admissions desk when you stop by, with a credit card 
or by cheque.  If you need to renew your membership 
soon, please fill out the form below and send it back to 
us.  Thank you very much for taking a moment to do 
this.  Your membership fees help to support the day to 
day operations at the museum.   

Huronia Museum Membership Renewal 
Membership Type 

Credit Card # 

Method of Payment 

Signature 

Individual 

Family  

Corporate 

Patron 

Life  

$22.60 

Price 

$33.90 

$113.10 

$565.00 

$1130.00 

$0.00

Tax Receipt 

$0.00 

$80.00 

$480.00 

$980.00 

 

Name 

Address 

Phone Cash 

MasterCard 

Visa 

Exp. date 

Check 

Save some paper and send me my newsletters by email. 

Email address: 

Huronia Museum       
Huron Ouendat Village     
549 Little Lake Park Road    
Midland, Ontario L4R 4P4  
    
phone:  (705) 526-2844     fax :  (705) 527-6622 
email:  membership@huroniamuseum.com 

Web:  http://huroniamuseum.com 
Education Blog:  http://hmeducation,wordpress.com 
Follow us on Twitter:  http://twitter.com/HuroniaMuseum 
Flickr: http://www.flickr.com/people/huroniamuseum/ 
You can find us on Facebook under www.facebook.com/
huroniamuseum 

Upcoming Events 

Membership 
fees now 
include 

HST 

Membership Renewals Fundraising-Garage Sale 

Garage Sale - August 13th, 2011 

334 Hanly Street - Midland 

 If you need to get rid of bits and pieces from 
around your house - think of us. 

 One of our Board members is hosting a garage 
sale with all proceeds coming back to Huronia 
Museum. 

 It's late spring but still time to clean out all that 
stuff you have collected throughout the years. 

 If you have donations for the garage sale - 
please drop them on at:  334 Hanly Street - 
Midland 

 Phone 705-526-9420 to 
arrange a time to drop off 
your stuff. 

Art Exhibit Opening 
Russell Noganosh 

Saturday, September 10th, 2010 at 2 pm 
 

P.A. Day Camps available throughout the 
2011/2011 School Year 


