
  

 

 C u r a t o r :   J a m i e  H u n t e r  N o .  8 3   A p r i l ,  M a y ,  J u n e  2 0 1 3  

On Friday May 3rd from 5:30 to 9:30 pm, 260 friends of Huronia Museum 

attended the 23rd Annual Heritage Fundraising Dinner at the North Simcoe 

Sports and Recreation Centre.  Ralph Lynn, former president of the Board of 

Directors from 2000 to 2004, chaired this year’s event and selected this year’s 

speaker Steve Killing whose active involvement in the quest for speed under sail 

has gone from the study of single – hulled vessels to double hulled catamarans.  
Pushing the speed barrier has resulted in  sailors with oxygen packs and crash 

helmets as the newly designed “boats” literally fly over the water . 

The hall was attractively arranged with silhouettes of bygone ships and an 

extensive silent auction with something for just about everyone.  The dinner 

raised just over $16,000.00 for the Huronia Museum, and judging by all the 

comments everyone enjoyed 

the food, friendship and fun. 

Our sincere thanks to our 

sponsors; Jarlette Health 

Services, Ferguson Barristers, 

Lab X, HGR Graham, Skyline 
Developments and of course 

the Friends of Keewatin for 

their continued support of 

Huronia Museum. 

Another Great Heritage Dinner  

Steve Killing sharing slides with guests to the 

heritage dinner at the NSSRC 

By Jamie Hunter 
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The Tall Ships are coming! 
Join us for the Captain’s Dinner 

The Tall Ships 1812 Tour is a provincial event that will travel throughout Ontario during the summer of 
2013 commemorating the bicentennial of the War of 1812.  We will see a number of these impressive, 

historic vessels in our harbours over the weekend of August 24th.  Passes to visit these ships will be 
available at the museum, the North Simcoe Sports and Recreation Centre, the Tourism Information 

Centre on Bay Street and through the Town of Midland website.   

There is also an opportunity  to join the captains of some of these ships for dinner on Friday, August 23 

at the North Simcoe Sports and Recreation Centre.  There will be music by Mike Ford, Juno-nominated 
Franco-Ontarian solo artist, buffet style dinner catered by ELM and lots of fun for the whole family.   

Please contact Huronia Museum at 705-526-2844 or info@huroniamuseum.com for more information 

and tickets!   
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History Hero Campaign Launch 
Look, up in the sky!  It’s a bird!  It’s a plane! 

Okay, now look down here again. 

It’s Museum Man! 

This May, Huronia Museum introduced its 

History Hero fundraising campaign, 

featuring its newest spokes-hero, Museum 

Man.  His super powers include an 

overwhelming love of local history and the 

ability to raise awareness of Huronia 

Museum and its services.  Also, he might 

have laser-beam eyes. (He’s not sure since 

he’s never actually tried to use them.) 

The campaign launched in style, with Museum Man 

and his sidekicks patrolling downtown Midland giving 

out buttons and spreading the word about the History 

Hero launch.  Later that afternoon, they greeted an 

eager crowd of History Heroes, including Midland 

Mayor Gord McKay, at the museum who celebrated 

the campaign’s launch with cake, prizes and a special 

comedic video explaining the “origin” of Museum 

Man. 

As powerful as he might be, Museum Man can’t do it 

alone.  You can help 

him by making a 

donation in one of 

our many collection 

boxes that can be 

found in several fine 

e s t a b l i s h m e n t s 

around Midland.   

Canadian Tire, 

F r e n c h  D r y 

Cleaners, Jeffery’s 

Pro Hardware, 

Little Lake Galley, SerendipiTea,  and Uncle Roy’s 

have all been kind enough to host our collection boxes.  

And of course, you can also donate directly at Huronia 

Museum. (Why not stick around for a visit?) 

Take your picture donating into any of our collection 

boxes and you could win a prize pack. It features a 

History Hero t-shirt, a family membership to Huronia 

Museum, a museum mug, a copy of “Midland’s Guide 

to Living on Easy Street” along with a signed picture 

and personal high-five from Museum Man. 

Visit www.huroniamuseum.com/history-hero for more 

information about how to enter and to see exclusive 

videos of Museum Man’s exploits. 

Museum Man celebrated Canada Day in style.   
Many thanks to Peter Cook for use of his 1969 

Jaguar which had our hero riding in style.   
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New to the Collection 

From time to time the museum receives 

from donors what I consider to be 

exceptional artifacts for the museum’s 

collection.  This past June, Huronia 

Museum received a wonderful collection of 

First World War memorabilia from Pte. 

William Mackenzie who served in the 116 

Battalion an infantry regiment that fought 

in a number of major World War 1 battles.  

Mr. Mackenzie was from Midland and 

while overseas carved out of French 

limestone, a truly amazing little 

monument dedicated to his family and his 

military service, of which the highlight was 

the Battle of Vimy Ridge.   We don’t often 

get these kinds of carvings.  There are four 

panels.  The most important of which is 

the initials of his wife and children and his 

first regiment “Simcoe 157”.  The second 

panel illustrates France and a cross; the 

third panel Vimy Ridge 1917 in which the 

Canadians distinguished themselves with 

the capture of a very difficult military 

position which they held and thus began 

the retreat of most German troops from 

the Western Front; and the fourth panel 

represents the 116th BN with a 116 in the 

centre of a maple leaf.   

  This monument was carved during Pte. 

Mackenzie “off hours” while waiting for 

instructions to go over the top to attack 

German troops.  Pte. Mackenzie survived 

the Great War and came back to Midland 

and saw his children grow up to adulthood 

and have their own children.  The carving 

is one of the finest examples of such art to 

be carved from the Western Front – and 

just think he came from Midland. 

By Jamie Hunter 
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Thanks to the generous donation of Susan Poole of 
The Liquigator in Port McNicoll, Huronia Museum 
will have over 400 new Halloween costumes for sale 
on Saturday, October 5, 2013.  The museum is 
hopeful to make this an annual event, where fami-
lies can swap their old costumes for new ones and 
get into the Halloween spirit at the museum.     

If you happen to have children’s Halloween costumes that are in good con-
dition that you would like to donate for the sale, please contact the mu-
seum at 705-526-2844.  We would love to add yours to the pile!   

Halloween Costume Sale  
Saturday, October 5, 2013 
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A New Huronia Museum Treasure 

As of May, 2011, the museum has a new 
accession that should be interesting to members 
and researchers alike: the Village of Coldwater 
Municipal Financial Records 1905-1932. This 
treasure comprises 10,130 individual items, 
documents, ledgers, even a rubber stamp. And 
how they all came to be in the museum is as 
riveting a tale as is told in the records 
themselves. 

In the early 1960s, Ken Hamilton was involved 
in a renovation of the village council offices 
located on Gray St. directly behind the Home 
Hardware (still referred to as Manning’s 
Hardware). In the course of the construction 
work, a boarded-in stairway was opened up 
revealing previously unknown boxes piled on 
boxes containing the bundled up paper records. 

It was suggested to Mr. Hamilton that he should 
take all this clutter in his truck and make a 
cruise by the dump; to his everlasting credit, he 
took them to his barn in Medonte and stored 
them there – out of sight, out of mind. 

Then 2011 rolled around and he thought he 
might as well do something with those oldboxes 
and – again to his credit – he called Jamie 
Hunter, well-known collector of oddments and 
“stuff.” Jamie’s red pickup (recently updated to 
brand new shiny black) was off in a cloud of dust 
and was loaded up with “Coldwater’s financial 
memory” in no time at all; and the museum had 
gained a brand new shiny treasure of its own. 

Well ... actually that shiny treasure is a little 
beaten up. After almost 50 years in a barn, the 
documents are water-stained, rust marked, dirt-
soiled, crushed, folded, torn, mouse-nibbled and 
mouse – well, soiled is as good a word as any for 
smelling redolent of leaking vermin – and some 
documents bear all of the scars listed above. But 
it is a small miracle how well preserved most of 
them are; and it is also a credit to packing papers 
tightly together that (out of 10,130 items) only a 
handful are entirely illegible and cannot be 
reliably dated. 

So what exactly are we talking about here? What 
stories do they tell? 

The biggest stories are about a village boldly 
entering the twentieth century with style and 
determination. As 1907 opens, the cheques 
detail the normal expenses of town upkeep, 
grass cutting in summer, roadwork in spring and 
fall, shovelling snow in winter; repairs to the 
Mill St. bridge, cleaning stovepipes in the 
courthouse, cordwood delivered to the lock-up; 
and eight-inch salt-glazed sewer pipe being 
installed “opposite Lot 16 on the west side of 
John street southerly across Gray and George 
streets.” Then the big projects commence: street 
lighting (1908); “electrification” (1912 through 
1916); waterworks (1912 and onwards); concrete 
sidewalks (1912 through 1920); gas installation 
(1913); park and fountain (1914); telephone 
(1915 and onwards). On the subject of 
telephones: who was the “big-time operator” in 
the town of Coldwater? Beulah Manning. She 
ran the switchboard and made a salary of $50 a 
month, a very substantial sum in those days. 
Most popular gal in town, no doubt. 

Virtually every cheque passed through the local 
branch of the Bank of Toronto (now the Canada 
Trust/Toronto Dominion Bank), and local 
businesses were used whenever possible. 
Coldwater Brick and Stone, the Denison House 
for boarding workers, Walter Borland for gravel 
and lumber and Harry Cowan also for lumber, 
James Kingsborough for stationery (and 
hardware) and W.H. Manning for hardware, 
Howard Chester’s The Coldwater Planet for 
printing and advertising, Howard Gover for legal 
affairs (he was a  justice of the peace) and 
insurance, as well as S.D. Eplett for insurance, 
Leatherdale’s carriage works and N.D. Woon’s 
for livery services. The Grand Trunk and 
Canadian Pacific railways for freight services. 
One of the real curiosities is an annual rent of 
$1.00 charged by J.C. Prior, agent of the Grand 
Trunk, for “rent of watermain.” Drains and 
culverts were an on-going challenge, sometimes 
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 entailing the village in lawsuits – M.B. Tudhope 
of Barrie represented the plaintiffs often, and 
won. 

As November approached each year, first a 
trickle and then a flood of cheques began, all for 
amounts varying from 25 cents to $30 – for 
prizes won at the Coldwater Fair. And who won? 
Why it appears almost everyone in Coldwater 
collected a prize. My great-grandmother, 
Grandma (Alice Harriett) Tipping, won for a 
very special pie. 

One of the most heart-warming cases of 
kindness on the part of the village fathers is the 
instance of their support for an indigent elderly 
man, F. Fitkins. In 1925, the village supplied him 
with groceries and household supplies until his 
death, the purchase shared between the Brown 
Brothers, C.E. Stevens and A.H. Tipping of 
Coldwater. 

All the cheques in those days had excise stamps 
attached to them, very colourful, bearing the 
image of the reigning monarch as most stamps 
do today, and proportional to the value of the 
cheque itself. Yes, a tax. Death and taxes, they 
say, are always with us. 

Coldwater each year contributed to the Hospital 
for Sick Children in Toronto, the  Coldwater 
Agricultural Society, the town library, and, 
during the First World War, various relief 
organizations and soldiers’ funds. 

The Huronia Museum has a finding aid available 
for this huge collection of documents, prepared 
by yours truly, at great cost to my neck and 
shoulders – computers are the devil’s own device 
for creating bodily agony. The finding aid looks 
like this: 

 

2011-0034-1554 Cancelled cheque; 29 January 
1914; pay to Henry Porch $19.55 “caretaking, 
firehall $12.00; waterworks & work $7.55” 

2011-0034-1555 Cancelled cheque; 2 February 
1914; pay to H.L. Lovering $400.00 “School” 

2011-0034-1556 Cancelled cheque; 7 February 
1914; pay to Justus Dierlamm $32.50 “Wages” 

 

There are 331 pages just like that. If your name 
is Abbott, Brownlee, Bell, Brandon, Banbury, 

Buchanan, Beech, Borland, Blaney, Brown, 
Bugg, Borrow, Brush, Bush, Cook, Caswell, 
Cowan, Chambers, Chester, Campbell, Cornell, 
Craddock, Davis, Denison, Durnford, Devitt, 
Dunlop, Dunn, Day, Elliott, Eplett, Fitzgerald, 
Fenton, Ferguson, Galbraith, Gilbanks, 
Gardiner, Godfrey, Griffin, Gray, Gover, Gratrix, 
Graham, Gladall, Goff, Howell, Harvie, Hawke, 
Hopkins, Hutchison, Haskell, Irish, 
Kingsborough, King, Kitchen, Leatherdale, 
Lovering, Lawson, Lye, Letourneau, Loney, 
Lazonby, Madden, Makings, Maconachie, 
McIndoo, Manning, Millard, Martin, Middelton, 
McDermid, McNabb, McCall, Mills, Malone, 
McCandell, Nobel, Nicholson, Orton, Orr, Odell, 
Ostertag, Osborne, Porch, Prior, Palmer, Price, 
Patterson, Park, Pheasant, Peden, Quinlan, 
Quantrell, Quick, Robinson, Rawson, Reid, 
Rumney, Reinbird, Russell, Robins, Riley, Shaw, 
Shelp, Sainsbury, Street, sawyer, Sheppard, 
Stevens, Southorn, Swan, Spence, Sallows, 
Shiels, Scott, Tipping, Trinkhorn, Tudhope, 
Taylor, Todd, Tomkinson, Tice, Vollick, Worrell, 
Wylie, Wyley, Watson, Walker, Woodrow, 
Woods, Woon, Windebank, Williams, Yates, 
Yon, Yule, you may be interested in taking this 
brand new baby for a test drive. 

One of my favourite items is a cheque written to 
A.H. Tipping dated 31 October 1914 for $2.00 
for “rent of tents.” This refers to several tents 
owned by my great-grandfather George Thomas 
Tipping which he rented each year to the 
Coldwater Fair. Now those same tents served as 
cover when he was in the process of building the 
family cottage at One-Eye Point on lovely 
Matchedash Bay, the same cottage that I spent 
my summers in as a boy, and which I still think 
is the greatest, most magical place on this earth.  

          -Peter Davis (October 2011) 

 

Peter Davis is a regular guest contributor to the 
Huronia Museum Newsletter and a member of 
the board of directors.   

If you would like to share an article through our 
newsletter, please email the museum at 
info@huroniamuseum.com  
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New Exhibit 
The Material World of the 1812 Sailor 

Our newest War of 1812 exhibition, which opened on Friday, June 28th, provides visitors with details on 
both what is archaeology—the study of physical remains that people have left behind– with many 
examples  of the physical remains of the Royal Navy at Fort Willow Depot and the Establishment at 
Penetanguishene.  Both parts of the thrust by Britain for the defence of Upper Canada in 1813, 1814 and 

1815.   

The exhibit shows fragments of bone, glass, 
ceramics , lead, military buttons and much 
more to explain through analysis how 
archaeologists come to understand the 
presence and relationship of the material past 
and how we make sense of the rocks, stones 
and bones of the past.   

What it reveals is the world of the sailor and 
officers of the Royal Navy, who were the first 
Europeans to bring the War to Simcoe County.  
First Nations of course had been involved for 
years.  Moving and victualling an army, 
supplying reliable weapons, gun powder and 
shot are what gives army commanders the 
opportunity to use good tactics to defeat 
enemies.  In order to keep the majority of First 
Nations loyal to the British Government, 
Britain managed to keep and sustain the pivotal 
gateway to the Western Great Lakes, the Fort at 
Michilimackinac, adequately supplied with 
food and the accoutrements of war.  Without 
the sailors to move the goods, sail the ships and 
provide support for the First Nations and 
British Soldiers—Britain would probably have 
lost the war and Canada would have become 
America.   

Soldiers did not enter, per-se, into Simcoe 
County until the winter of 1814 when the Royal 
Newfoundland Regiment opened the overland 
route to Penetanguishene called the 
Penetanguishene Road which will be the 
subject of our final War of 1812 Exhibit coming 

                  this November.   

By Jamie Hunter 
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Summer Jam Day Camp  

Huronia Museum would like to welcome Carrie Dolson and Tyler Thornhill as this year’s 
Summer Jam Day Camp counsellors.  Carrie and Tyler have been working very hard to 
plan another summer full of fun and excitement.  As always we will have themed weeks, 
swimming, field trips and more.  For a look at our full daily calendar you can go to the 
education website at http://hmeducation.wordpress.com/ but at a quick glance these are 
our weekly themes: 

July 2-5—Time Travel 

July 8-12—Holiday Time 

July 15-19—Creative Campers 

July 22-26—Amazing Race 

July 29– August 2—Lab Coat Lunacy 

August 6-9—Inventor’s Workshop 

August 12-16—Fun and Fitness 

August 19-23—Treasure Hunters 

August 26-30—Neighbourhood Heroes 

 

For more information about Summer Jam Day Camp or to register a child you can 
contact the museum at 705-526-2844 or visit our website to download the registration 
form. 
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Tuesday, July 16, 2013 7:00 PM 
Board Meeting 

 

Thursday, July 25, 2013  7:00 PM 
Life Up the Shore Remembered 

Lecture with Bonnie Rourke 
 

Tuesday, August 20, 2013 7:00 PM 
Board Meeting 

 

Friday, August 23, 2013 7:00 PM 
Captain’s Community Dinner NSSRC 

 

Please note the date on the outside of the envelope in 
which your newsletter arrived.  The date directly 

below your address indicates when your membership 
will expire.  We can renew your membership at the 

front admissions desk when you stop by, with a 
credit card or by cheque.  If you need to renew your 

membership soon, please fill out the form below and 
send it back to us.  Thank you very much for taking a 

moment to do this.  Your membership fees help to 
support the day to day operations at the museum.   

Huronia Museum Membership Renewal 
Membership Type 

Credit Card # 

Method of Payment 

Signature 

Individual 

Family  

Corporate 

Patron 

Life  

$22.60 

Price 

$33.90 

$113.10 

$565.00 

$1130.00 

$0.00

Tax Receipt 

$0.00 

$80.00 

$480.00 

$980.00 

 

Name 

Address 

Phone Cash 

MasterCard 

Visa 

Exp. date 

Check 

Save some paper and send me my newsletters by email. 

Email address: 

Huronia Museum       
Huron Ouendat Village     
549 Little Lake Park Road, P.O. Box 638   
Midland, Ontario L4R 4P4  
    
phone:  (705) 526-2844     fax :  (705) 527-6622 
email:  membership@huroniamuseum.com 

Web:  http://huroniamuseum.com 
Education Blog:  http://hmeducation.wordpress.com 
Follow us on Twitter:  http://twitter.com/HuroniaMuseum 
Flickr: http://www.flickr.com/people/huroniamuseum/ 
You can find us on Facebook under www.facebook.com/
huroniamuseum 

Upcoming Events 

Membership 
fees now 
include 

HST 

Membership Renewals 

Once again Huronia Museum is offering some 
outstanding national and international films for this 

coming August and September.  To celebrate historical 
shipping we will feature our first film entitled “Kon 

Tiki” just in time for the Tall Ships weekend followed by 
our other wonderful film selections.  We hope you 

enjoy! 
 

Kon Tiki 
Wednesday August 21st @ 4:30 and 7:30 p.m 

No 
Wednesday August 28th @   4:30 and 7:30 p.m 

Love is all You Need 
Wednesday September 4th @ 4:30 and 7:30 p.m 

Unfinished Song 
Wednesday September 11th @ 4:30 and 7:30 p.m 

(TBC)The Reluctant Fundamentalist  
Wednesday September 18th @ 4:30 and 7:30 p.m 

(TBC)Much Ado About Nothing 
Wednesday September 25th @ 4:30 and 7:30 p.m 

Please call or   stop by the museum for a list upcoming  of 
movies or check our webpage at  

http://www.huroniamuseum.com  for updates.   

If you would like to help as a volunteer, contact 
Abha at 705-533-2634 

August 34 & 25, 2013 
Tall Ships Festival Midland and Penetanguishene 

 

July and August Monday to Friday 
Summer Jam Day Camp 

Tim Mohan Show  
Opens September 5, 2013  

 

Saturday, October 5, 2013 - 9 am   
Halloween Costume Sale at Museum   

 

Camera Club Exhibit 
October 18—November 14  

Film Series 


