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Jamie Hunter presented a half-hour presentation to the 
Huronia Chapter of the Ontario Archaeological Society on 
Wednesday, November 12 entitled “One Should Praise 
God’s Gifts”, which was an update on research pertaining to 
three Rechenpfennigs or Jetons that we have recovered so 
far to date from Huron Villages sites in Tay and Medonte 
Townships. 

What is a Jeton you might ask?  They are casting counters 
used for arithmetical calculations before the so-called 
Arabic numerals were in popular use throughout Europe.  

The earliest Jetons were 
struck during the reign 
of Louis VIII in 
approximately 1200 but 
they reached their 
widest  circulat ion 
between 1250 and 1750.  
These little brass or 
copper discs were used 
for reckoning-similar to 
the present day use of 
the abacus.  These small 
discs were not coins as 
they had no numismatic 
value.  Rather they were 

used by the populace to redeem bread from Churches or for 
their real purpose of “reckoning”.   

Jetons were manufactured in specialized locales but the 
German City of Nuremberg predominated the industry in 
the period between 1550 and 1700.  The Schultes family 
was the first to sign the casting counters with their names 
and their tradition lasted throughout the next 150 years.  
Nuremberg was the prime source of the Jetons used in 
France, Britain and America. 

To date three have been found in Huronia with the 
following text on them: 

•“Hans Laufer in Nuremberg” on the obverse side of the 
coin and “God’s word remains eternal” on the reverse.   
•“Hans Krauwinkel in Nuremberg” on the obverse side of 
the coin and “One should praise God’s Gifts” on the 
reverse.   
•“Hans Laufer in Nuremberg” on the obverse side of the 
coin and  “All that we have is God’s Gifts” on the reverse.   
Both Hans Laufer (1584-1652) and Hans Krauwinkel)1586-

1635) were token-coiners from Nuremberg.  

Each of these examples are perforated with a small hole 
suggesting that these may 
have been used by the 
Hurons as a form of 
apparel.  This is 
confirmed to save degree 
by Fr. Francois DuCreux, 
SJ, who in 1653 noted 
“there hung around his 
neck three fine porcupine 
round discs like the 
copper counters that we 
use in Europe for 
reckoning”  DuCreux, Francois 1951:651 

So it seems that the counters were traded extensively to the 
Hurons but were made popular by the symbols of European 
power such as the cross, fleur-de-lis and European writing.  
It may be that these Jetons from the first popular “power 
symbols” for protection such as was the case with coinage, 
religious medallions and eventually medals issued by the 
King to reward Natives for military service, religious 
conversion and homage to Governors, Cardinals and Kings. 

Research continues on these most remarkable objects that 
have survived the archaeological record since the 1620s and 
1630s. 
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The museum’s newsletter editor has kindly asked me to 
submit an article for this newsletter. I have chosen selected 
excerpts from the Thomas Gummersall Anderson Papers, on 
which I have now been working for the museum for almost 
three years. In that time, I have found Captain Anderson to be 
endlessly interesting, smart, funny, and a totally engaging 
companion. The time in his company has flown by. With this 
in mind, I will now invite you to travel back two hundred 
years so that you, too, may be entertained and, I hope, 
charmed. 

Drummond Island, 23 December 1821 
To Secure trees from the Prejudicial Effects of Frost in 
Winter.  Deprive the tree of all its leaves, at a period 
somewhat earlier than the time when they would drop off 
themselves.  To Secure the Spring blossoms from Frost 
~~~ 
A rope is to be interwoven among the branches of the 
tree and one end brought down so as to be immersed in 
a bucket of water ... another way ... Dig a trench round 
the root of the tree, and fill it with water, or keep the 
roots moist till it has bloomed ... or suspend a bucket of 
water from the branches ... the frost will fall into the 
water. 
A Cheap Substitute for Oil Paint. ~~~~ 
Take Skimmed Milk two quarts, lime (newly slaked) Six 
ounces, Oil of Pinks, Linseed Oil or nut Oil, four ounces  
Spanish white (or well-ground chalk) three pounds . Put 
the lime into an earthen vessel, and pour over it a 
portion of the milk sufficient to bring it to the 
consistence of thick soup. Add gradually the oil, stirring 
the mixture with a small wooden spatula; then pour in 
the remainder of the milk, and dilute it in the Spanish 
white. Skimmed Milk, in summer, is often curdled, but 
this is a matter of little importance to our present object; 
by coming into contact with the lime, it will soon be 
restored to fluidity. It must, however, not be sour, as it 
would then form with the lime a sort of lactite of lime, 
susceptible of attracting humidity – this is called 
painting in distemper. 
When it is required that the painting should be durable, 
the following mixture may be employed: Slaked lime two 
Ounces; Oil two Ounces, & Burgundy Pitch the same 
quantity. The pitch must be dissolved in the Oil, in a 
gentle heat, and the clear liquor of the milk and the lime 
must be added. Painting with this substance has some 
analogy to that known by the name of encaustic. 
These kinds of paint will stand for Years, and answer 
well for garden railings, fencings, & the like … 

 
[The lengths some people had to resort to when Home 
Hardware was not conveniently just around the corner!] 

January 21st 1822 ~~~ 
Express left Drummond Island for York [Toronto] at 7 

o’clock in the morning ... 
Indians carrying Packet ~~~ Mes-qua-soon and Wa-be-
cai-kake draw their load on a hand sleigh; the distance 
they travel must be upwards of 300 Miles which they 
with the above load [113½ lbs] perform in from 14 to 18 
days. ~~~~ 
March 18th 1822 ~~~ The Second Express left this post 
at 6 o’clock in the morning... Nee-bin, and Ke-we-tan-
kejack were employed for this purpose ... 
April 10th 1822 ~~~~ The Second Express returned with 
the dispatches from York – one of them (Nee-bin) having 
lost a piece of his nose. On enquiry I found that they had 
got drunk on their way back and that Ke-we-tan-kejack 
had sold his extra shoes to some of the traders on the 
route for rum, and in a drunken quarrel had bit off a 
piece of Nee-bin’s nose. There being no letters in the 
packet from Montreal which was unusual, we concluded 
that they must have lost a Packet.  Consequently their 
payment was stopped, with the proviso if, by the first 
Vessels we could not trace the truth of this conclusion, 
Nee-bin should receive his payment, rum excepted, but 
the other to be totally deprived of Payment and the 
advantages of being ever employed again on that service 
~~~ This mode was adopted as a punishment to them 
and as a warning to others .... 
 

[No nose; no pay. I can’t say I would exactly look forward to 
the chance to walk to Toronto from Drummond Island in 
winter. Maybe Ke-we-tan-kejack didn’t do so badly out of the 
deal, after all?] 

Not every episode treated in the letters and documents is 
amusing or entertaining. Life was hard, and people were 
fallible then, as they are today, and not always to be admired: 

April 23rd ~~~ Duffy, a private Soldier of the 68th 
[Regiment], accused of an attempt to violate the body of 
Anna Stanton, a little Girl of 5 years old. He was 
committed on the 15th or 16th May & was sent to 
Sandwich in the schooner Hope .... 
May 23rd ~~~ The Major brought news that a great 
many of the Ottawas Nation had been to Mackinac 
[Michilimackinac] on their way here but were prevented 
by the American Agent and obliged to return to their 
villages, much mortified and chagrined ~~ This is in 
downright opposition to the Treaty of Ghent. ~~~ 

 
Hmm. Smacks of the work of an early precursor to Homeland 
Security. 

And everyone appreciates a good prescription for intestinal 
worming: 

Powdered rust of Iron is a very excellent vermifuge 
medicine, and when the complexion of the Patient is pale 
[I, for one, am pale already], or the System weakly, is 

More Adventures with Thomas  
No. 70, April, May, June 2008            Curator: Jamie Hunter    Editor: Sheryl Grenier     By Peter Davis 
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 preferable to any other; but when the countenance is 
florid, and the habit evidently plethoric, it is not so 
proper as the Bazilic powder ... Rust of iron is 
recommended by Dr. Rush to be given from five to thirty 
grains, in a little currant jelly or brown sugar for 
children between one & ten years of age. Of all the 
worm medicines that I have administered, observes this 
eminent physician, I know none more safe and certain 
than this simple preparation of iron. If ever it fails of 
success, it is because it is given in too small a dose .... 
 

How about red wine? A decent overdose of red wine? 

Thomas tells several stories involving the challenges of 
travelling in the early period of Upper Canada. The excerpt 
following occurred in 1795 on his way to Kingston from 
Cornwall, when he and his companions took shelter from the 
cold and rain in a nearby farmhouse. Unexpected 
developments ensued ... 

... In the course of the night, the woman of the house, 
after nine months preparation for a fit of illness, was 
taken sick and all our entreating would not avail; out of 
the house we must go. We were sent to a small log house 
near at hand. There was a good fire, but the little hut 
was nearly filled with Ears of Corn and Pumpkins. [We 
wrapped ourselves in our] greatcoats, stretched 
ourselves on the floor, and occupied all the vacant space 
between our two enemies: Corn and Pumpkins. Poor 
Miss Street occupied one corner of the Chimney and 
took a Seat on the Pumpkins. I possessed myself of the 
opposite corner on the Corn. I shall never forget poor 
Miss Street and her Pumpkin bed; the moment she would 
close her eyes and lose her balance, the huge pile would 
give way and roll the Dear Girl onto the floor ... 

On the same trip, Thomas and a companion develop 
infestations of lice. Bloody corn ... 

The very day of our arrival I was recommended to apply 
for medical assistance immediately, which I did. The 
Doctor, anxious for my speedy recovery and well fare, 
made a mixture of Gun Powder, Sulphur, Salt Peter, 
soap, Grease &c &c ~~ had a large fire, well-screened 
from the air by surrounding the door with Blankets. Into 
this hothouse I was put, made an Adam of, and basted 
with the mixture, dosed with hot punch, made to turn 
round like a Hedge hog on a spit, until the gravy was 
completely imbibed and until, from the noxious smoke 
and loss of perspiration, I became quite faint. I was then 
wrapped in blankets until the morning, from which I was 
taken almost dead, well scrubbed, and pronounced 
clean. Thank you, says I, well may I be clean after being 
well-basted, well-dosed, well-scrubbed and made well to 
Pay ..... 

 
One more travelling yarn. This time on Georgian Bay – that 
sacred water. Thank God, for those of us who love it, it 
appears not to have changed one whit in two hundred years: 

18th June 1835 
Left our encampment at an early hour. Very cold 

morning. Breakfasted at the usual hour on one of those 
barren rocks ~ scarcely anything else presents to our 
view except the water around us and the scrubby firs 
growing from the clefts in the rocks. I no longer doubt 
what Capt. Bayfield told me: that Lake Huron contains 
23,000 islands. Thus far we have never been more than 
½ mile from land ... and yet often more than ten miles 
from the main shore, and all this space covered with 
islands from ⅛  to 10 miles in circumference, and yet not 
enough soil to grow a potato ... 

[He actually met Captain Bayfield! How cool is that?] 

And from the same letter, for you archaeologists out there ... 

20th June.  
Left Shebowemaning at 9 o’clock ... crossing over to the 
Great Manitoulin ... we continued up a deep bay ... We 
were heartily welcomed by the inhabitants of 8 lodges 
consisting of Ottawas and Potagamasees Chippewas 
[Ojibway], the most of whom are Roman Catholic ... We 
were taken out to the fields by an old Ottawa man, who 
pointed out to us to whom belonged the different small 
fields of corn and some of the spots where the Ottawas, 
to whom the land appears to belong, cultivated when 
they were originally discovered by the French. There 
marks of their old corn hills are apparent tho’ the land is 
again overgrown with large timber. Where they now 
make sugar, here are found pieces of old earthenware, 
the remains of the kettles then in use by the natives and 
manufactured by themselves. Pipes of the same ware 
were also turned up by the present cultivation ... 

At Huronia Museum currently, you can view portraits of 
Captain Anderson and his wife, Elizabeth Ann (Betsy), 
hanging in the same room with the displays of Indian 
artifacts. Why don’t you stop by and say hello ... from across 
the span of two hundred years? 

Peter Davis has been volunteering since 2006 as 
transcriber of over 400 written documents pertaining to the 
life and travels of Thomas Gummersall Anderson.  Peter lives 
and works in the GTA but spends as much time as possible at 
his cottage in Waubaushene and visiting the staff at the 
museum to fill everyone in on the latest discoveries from the 
Anderson papers.   

Peter is the great-nephew of Jack Tipping, who established the 
First Nations component of the museum’s collection in the late 
1940s and, through his family, has historical connections to 
the community of Coldwater,  where Thomas Gummersall 
Anderson was stationed for a term as an Officer of the Indian 
Department with the rank of Captain in the 1800s.  Peter has 
been a member of the museum for many years and recently 
became one of our newest lifetime members.   

There is still much of our community’s story to be told through 
Anderson’s writings, with many more of these papers still to 
be transcribed.  Pam Garratt Dunlop has been working with 
Peter and providing many of the documents from her own  
“treasure trove, as Peter calls it and many more are still in the 
holdings of the Archives of Ontario and in the Ottawa 
Archives/  .   
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Book Review:   

No. 70, April, May, June 2008            Curator: Jamie Hunter    Editor: Sheryl Grenier     By Conrad Heidenrich 

Champlain’s Dream:  
The Visionary Adventurer Who Made a 
New World in Canada. 
By David Hackett Fischer 

Knopf Canada, 834 pages, $37. 

There can’t be many people who have made such an 
indelible imprint on the imagination and history of Canada, 
about whom so little personal information is known, than 
Samuel de Champlain. In four substantial books, comprising 
some 1300 printed pages, 5 folding maps, 22 small maps and 
14 illustrations, he never mentioned the date of his birth, his 
parents, his education, his early life, his career in Henry IV’s 
army or anything personal of any consequence – except one 
provocative phrase, that he was “obligated by birth” to Henri 
IV. Not once did he record the name of his wife, Hélène 
Boullé, to whom he was married for twenty-five years 
except to refer to her on a couple of occasions as ma famille. 

The little that is known about his wider family and personal 
transactions comes from a few manuscript legal documents. 
This meager record cannot be expanded very far because the 
parish records of Brouage, the town from which he came, 
burned in 1690. There are bits of information in the 
publications of a few men who knew him; the lawyer Marc 
Lescarbot who was with Champlain in Acadia from 1606-
07; the Récollet lay-brother Gabriel Sagard who met him in 
1623-24 and a number of Jesuits who were with him at 
Québec during the last years of his life. A large jig-saw 
puzzle of information, most of it written by the person under 
investigation, with many crucial pieces missing.  

Every biographer of Champlain has used Champlain’s own 
writings almost exclusively. In some of the better 
biographies, such as Morris Bishop’s Champlain: the life of 
fortitude (1949), an attempt was made to place Champlain’s 
life into the setting of  sixteenth and seventeenth century 
France and Canada. The worst are simply uncritically 
plagiarized versions of earlier biographies augmented by a 
cursory reading of Champlain’s writings. With no attempt at 
a systematic search, this reviewer has found and read, or 
rather attempted to read, some 27 Champlain biographies 
written between 1865 and 2004, as well as nine biographies 
for youthful readers, two plays and one epic poem.  

Most of these are unabashed hagiographies. By the mid 
1960s a reaction had set in to Champlain as “hero,” 
represented by the likes of the politician René Lévesque, the 
anthropologist Bruce Trigger and the popular historian 
Pierre Berton. As Fischer points out, none of these 
iconoclasts made even a modest attempt to understand the 
man. Recently more balanced biographies have been 
published by French authors; Glénisson (1994), Legaré 
(2003),  Capella (2004), Montel-Glénisson (2004) and by the 
Québecois, Litalien and Vaugeois (2004).                        

Fisher regards history as, “a genuinely free and open 
inquiry,” and argues that it is not the object of history to 
prove Champlain was a “genuine hero” or, in the case of 
Pierre Berton, an “assassin,” but rather to ask: “who is this 
man? Where did he come from? What did he do? Why did 
he do it? What difference did he make? Why should we 
care?” Fischer has a broad approach to the research problem; 
he is more thorough in the use of primary evidence, more 
critical of existing scholarship and more determined to 
understand the milieu in which Champlain lived.  

With Fischer’s Champlain’s Dream all earlier biographies, 
except a few of the latest French ones, no longer serve any 
useful purpose. Given Champlain’s importance to Canada 
and that almost all the research material is in French, why is 
it that the two best researched biographies in English, those 
by Bishop and Fischer, were written not by Canadian but by 
American scholars?  

This is a massive, scholarly work, logically organized and 
clearly written as befits a Pulitzer Prize-winning historian. 
Fischer worked meticulously through Champlain’s life in 
chronological order beginning with his family and early life 
in Brouage. Unlike previous biographers, he explores 
Champlain’s phrase that he was obligé de naissance to the 
king. Was Champlain hinting that he was related by birth to 
the Bourbon monarch? Was Henri IV Champlain’s father by 
one of his many mistresses or casual sexual encounters? 

This notion is not provable, but if true it would explain much 
of Champlain’s career. Champlain’s three years (1595-98) as 
a fourrier (lodgings officer) in Henri’s Brittany army and his 
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 two and a half years in New Spain gathering intelligence for 
his king, are very well done.  

In 1603, Henri IV ordered Champlain to the St. Lawrence 
River and in 1604-07, to Acadia. Since these areas were 
already known to the French, the object was not 
exploration, but rather to make resource surveys with a 
recommendation to the king whether Canada, with its 
miserable winters was suitable for settlement.  

While at Tadoussac in 1603 he observed the first treaty 
between a European power and a Canadian Native society, 
the Montagnais, promising French aid in their war against 
the Iroquois Confederacy in return for permitting French 
settlements in the St. Lawrence Valley. In 1608, Champlain 
received his first commission, lieutenant to the lieutenant 
general of Canada, Pierre Du Gua de Mons (Monts), with 
orders to establish a settlement at Québec, and in 1609 he 
accompanied France’s new Native allies on a raid against 
the Mohawk in fulfillment of France’s treaty obligations. 
Fischer goes through the rest of Champlain’s life in 
admirable detail to his death at Québec on December 25, 
1635. Each major phase of his life form chapters and sub-
chapters, with most statements documented in detail. In all, 
the biographical part of the book fills some 520 pages, with 
an additional 100 pages of appendices, 109 pages of end-
notes and a 40 page bibliography. Given the nature of the 
available material and the complexity of the task, it is not 
possible to agree with every detail in this book, but it is so 
far ahead of what preceded it that criticism seems out of 
place at this time. 

As Fischer explores Champlain’s life he weaves the broad 
connecting theme that led to the title of the book, 
Champlain’s Dream. Most writers have discussed “dreams” 
of Champlain such as: the exploration of passages cross the 
continent; the establishment of an agriculturally based 
Catholic community in Canada and the expansion of an 
already functioning fur trade. 

To Fischer however, Champlain’s overarching “dream,” 
was that he “envisioned a new world as a place where 
people of different cultures could live together in amity and 
concord.” It was his “principled leadership” in bringing 
Natives and French together that enabled him to lay the 
foundations for this “dream.” Champlain was not an 
introspective person. He never expressed this ideal as a 
cogent proposal in any section of his books, which is why 
most biographers have missed it, but a thorough reading of 
his writings demonstrates that Fischer is right.  

On his first trip to Canada, Champlain concluded that the 
only way the French could establish a colony along the St. 
Lawrence was to accommodate themselves to the Native 
populations and by learning from them how to live and 
travel in this wilderness, become adapted to it. A few years 
later he promoted the exchange of young men in order that 
French and Natives become more familiar with each other. 
Through military alliances, trade and the spread of 
Christianity, he hoped that the various Native groups would 

“come to love us more.”  

In 1633 and 1635, after discussions with the Jesuit Father 
Paul Le Jeune, Champlain proposed French-Native 
intermarriage to large gatherings of Huron and Algonquin – 
“that we be one people.” Although the Huron had a number 
of reservations, mainly that marriage was not a decision to 
be made between two nations but between individuals and 
their families, the French court accepted and supported it. A 
result was the Métis population; to Champlain the ideal 
people to explore and settle the continent.  

Fischer might have mentioned that at the same time as 
Champlain was making his proposals to the Huron, the 
Puritans in New England were debating whether the 
Natives of North America were animals, humans or 
something in between. In the northern English and Dutch 
colonies cohabiting with Natives, let alone marriage 
between them, was regarded as treason and sinful. While 
the French, following Champlain’s lead, were adapting to 
the Native fact, in the Dutch and  English colonies and later 
in the United States, Natives rapidly became the first “un-
Americans,” subject to persecution, displacement and 
genocide. It is Fischer’s thesis that Champlain, and his 
contemporaries laid the basis for a more tolerant 
multicultural Canadian society. 

While Champlain might have been le fondateur de la 
Nouvelle France, with a “dream,” Henri IV and Du Gua de 
Mons also deserve a large part of the credit. Without their 
vision, determination, guidance and backing, Champlain 
could have done nothing. In 1622, a modest Champlain 
ruminating about his achievements concluded that: “All 
men are not suited to run risks; the toil and fatigue are 
great, but nothing is to be had without toil. That is what one 
must think in these affairs; it will be when it pleases God. 
As for me, I will always prepare the way for those who will 
wish, after me, to carry it on.” (Trans. Janet Ritch).  

His “dream” began with his observations of the plight of the 
indigenous population in the Spanish colonies and the 
insights he developed on his first voyage to Canada. Over 
succeeding years, he formulated additional guiding 
principles that led to the rapid exploration of Canada and 
together with local Native populations laid the foundations 
for the French fact and a multi-cultural society in Canada. 
These were his gifts to us. 

 

Conrad Heidenreich is 
Professor Emeritus of 
Geography at York University. 
With Dr. Janet Ritch,  
Humanities at York University, 
he is preparing a new bilingual 
edition of Champlain’s 
writings for The 
Champlain Society.  
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Here it is, that time of year again.  I want to take the 
opportunity to invite you to stop by and visit Mundy’s Bay 
Store for your Christmas shopping..  This year, more than 
most, we need the support of our Membership, as you can 
well imagine.  Not to mention the fact that we would love 
to see you. 

Here is a list of our newest "best sellers" to pique 
your interest. 

"The Sea Cadet Years on Georgian 
Bay" by Bonnie Rourke  
This very newest of Huronia 
Museum’s publications comes from 
well known author, Bonnie Rourke. 
You may already have a copy of her 
previous book, "Up the Shore".  At 

the beginning of WWII there was a great need for trained 
young boys (17 was enlistment age ) who would already 
have some naval skills when they were called to serve 
their country. In 1942, The Royal Canadian Sea Cadet 
Camp Queen Elizabeth was built on the northern end of 
Beausoleil Island to meet this need.  A second camp was 
built on Minnicog Island later in the same year.  Both sites 
were funded by Gordon C. Leitch and James Norris.  Boys 
from all over Ontario, from as young as 13 enlisted to go 
to these summer training Camps. 

Bonnie interviewed and wrote down the stories and 
memories of over 100 former Cadets who went on to fight 
in WWII.  Their recollections are heart-warming, spirited 
and sometimes sad. She did a wonderful job of putting this 
book together.  I started to read it to do this review and I 
couldn’t put it down!  267 pp. 319 photographs... $45.00  

 
"Boats, Bays and Bygone Days" by 
Marguerite McGrattan Hill 
This is a follow-up to Marguerite’s first 
book, "Born on the Rocks". 
Her first book reflected on her childhood 
days spent on Moon Bay, near Mactier, 
where her parents lived and worked as 
caretakers of the Iron City Fishing Club 

from 1917 until 1936.  This second book starts with the 
family’s move to a Farm in the Ottawa Valley and 
recounts some of Marguerite’s days as a Navy "wren".  
Her stories are delightful cameos and leave you wanting 
more.       

 81pp...$17.50 
 
"A Natural History of the Township 
of Tiny" by T. Philip Adams.  This 
unexpected little treasure just arrived on 
my desk today.  
Although this book is only 35 pages long 
it somehow manages to cover all 4.5 

billion years of the Earth’s history.  Every page is 
wonderfully interesting.  An amazing little book about the 

Penetanguishene peninsula!  $10.00 
    
I would also like to mention again, 
"God’s Mercies, Rivalry, Betrayal 
and the Dream of Discovery" by 
Douglas Hunter.   
His book on Champlain and Henry 
Hudson was nominated as one of the top 
5 contender’s for the Governor 
General’s Awards this year.  Mr. Hunter 
is a local author, so this is quite an 

honor for our community.  Whether he takes the prize or 
not, this will still be a valuable addition to your library. 
    400 pp...$34.95  

 
"Midland on Georgian Bay, An Illustrated History 

of Midland, Ontario" by William 
Smith and William Northcott.   
*Just a reminder that this could be a 
good gift choice for any now or 
former Midlander who might be on 
your list this Christmas. 
288 pp /620 photos $60.00 (incl. tax) 
Also, as we seem to have a very 

good demand for moccasins during the Christmas season, 
I have ordered a few new styles and have "topped up" on 
all sizes.  I hope we will have enough to keep up with the 
demand but if not, we will be glad to place a special order 
for you.  

And, of course, there are lots more books and other 
great things.  Our quilts have been going well but we still 
have a good selection and some great throw pillows to go 
with them. Please come see us and take advantage of our 
annual 20% off coupon. 

Peace…Karley 

News from Mundy’s Bay Store 

No. 70, April, May, June 2008            Curator: Jamie Hunter    Editor: Sheryl Grenier     From Karley MacArthur - Retail Manager 

No. 70, April, May, June 2008            Curator: Jamie Hunter    Editor: Sheryl Grenier     REMINDER: Midland Mirror Toy Drive 
Mundy’s Bay Store is a drop off location for the Midland Mirror’s 9th Annual Parade of Toys 
Challenge.   New, unwrapped toys can be dropped off at the museum from Monday to Friday from 9.00 
am to 5.00 pm.  Toys will be shared with almost 500 local children through the Midland District branch 
of the Children’s Aid Society. Donations are being accepted until the 16th of December.   
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The Collections Department 

No. 70, April, May, June 2008            Curator: Jamie Hunter    Editor: Sheryl Grenier     From Nicole Henderson—Collections Manager  

Lifetime Memberships 
No. 70, April, May, June 2008            Curator: Jamie      

 Huronia Museum is pleased 
to announce two lifetime 
memberships to Huronia 
Museum.  They are H. 
Donald Guther ie  of 
Medonte Township, a 
longtime supporter of 
Huronia Museum and Keith 
McNally of Midland, a 
re t i r ed  t eacher  and 
supporter of Huronia 
Museum.   L i fe t ime 

membership is a really 
wonderful way to support 
the museum and members 
receive a sizeable tax 
receipt for their generous 
support. 
Our sincerest appreciation 
to both of these new 
members and we hope they 
will enjoy visiting Huronia 
Museum for many years to 
come. 

Over the last 10 years as the Collections/Exhibit Manager 
for Huronia Museum, I have enjoyed working with some 
really talented and great people, and I’m happy to say that 
we will always be good friends. 

I have enjoyed every aspects of my work, it has been 
interesting, sometimes exciting & never boring, of course 
sometimes, I wished I had a window in the back room.….but 
that’s something else. 

To my two very dependable volunteers, Raymond Marchand 
& Lillian Cleaver, Thank you very much for all the time and 
efforts that you’ve donated to me and the Museum.  I will 
miss you very much. 

As you might realize by now, I am 
leaving the Museum, I am retiring at 
the end of December.  Yes, you are 
right I am too young to retire, but I do 
want to spend more time with my 
husband Ron and my family.  I have 
promised Jamie that I will come back 
and help now and then.  As you may 
know Huronia Museum is not the kind 

of place that you can leave forever, it is the kind of place 
that once it has been in your life, it is very hard to walk 
away from. 

The staff here has been wonderful, some have left to find 
other careers, some are still here and will remain forever!!!! 
We are all so totally different, yet we all want what is best 
for the Museum and the Village.  We lived through the 
terrible fire that almost took away everything, and now are 
working very hard to bring it back & make it even better.  
The village will be rebuilt into a more attractive site and the 
Museum will even be redesigned to better accommodate all 
the treasures we continue to amass.  I am going to miss 
everyone and all these busy times ahead.  I will keep in 
touch and of course be around to help when possible, maybe 
even bring in the odd artifact now & then. 

Thank you every one for a great learning experience and all 
the fun & laughter I shared with all of you. 

I will miss you, 

Sincerely, 

Nicole 

New Faces at Huronia Museum  
      

 Adam Smith  

Adam is a grade eleven 
student from St. Theresa’s 
High School who is 
completing a co-op 
placement with us.   this 
semester.  Adam is being 
put to task with Calvin 
and Joey out in the 
Village and around the 
museum.  

     

JennyLynn Bradbury 

JennyLynn joined the 
education department 
staff this fall to help out 
with all those extra large 
groups of school children 
coming to the museum.  
As can be seen in the 
picture above, JennyLynn 
is also getting in on the 
preparation work for 
programming by making 
piñatas  for us.   

Newest Member of the Museum Family 
      The Staff and Board of Huronia 

Museum would  l ike  to 
Congratulate Joey Hawke, our 
Exhibit Development Assistant, 
and his  par tner  Kris ten 

Stonehouse on the birth of their son, who was born at 
Huronia District Hospital on December 2, 2008, 
weighing 7lbs. 13 ozs.  
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Huronia Museum’s education department takes 
great pride in our ability to offer a diverse selection 
of curriculum based programs to our community 
schools.  Naturally a great many of those programs 
take place in the Ouendat Village.  It is a very 
unique site and a great learning tool for all those 
grade six students studying Aboriginal history for 
the first time.  However our educational programs 
relate to a great deal more than just Aboriginal 
history.   

For the past several years schools have taken part 
in our Remembrance Day program.  This gives 
children the opportunity to visit the museum and 
discuss the importance of Remembrance Day as 
well as talk face to face with some of Midland’s 
veterans to gain first hand knowledge and a true 
appreciation of the sacrifices made by those men 
and women.  This year we were happy to host 43 
grade 3 students from Huron Park and six veterans 
from the Royal Canadian Legion, Branch 80.  As 
always the men and the students had a wonderful 
time.  The children were interested and 
appreciative and the veterans are always more than 
happy to share.  This is a program that we will 
continue to offer annually and expand to include 
more of our local schools.  Many thanks to the 
Royal Canadian Legion’s Ladies Auxiliary Branch 
80 who generously sponsored this class this year.   

We also offer the Festival of Lights program every 
year in the months of December and January; a 
grade two curriculum program that focuses on 
celebrations which take place around the same time 
as Christmas.  This program once started out very 
small, going to only a few local schools, but has 
continued to grow and improve every year.  In 
2008/2009 we have a record 28 bookings for this 
increasingly popular program. 

All of this keeps the education department very 
busy through the early months of the winter, but 
we scarcely have time to pack away the supplies 
for Festival of Lights before it is time to set up for 
yet another of our most popular programs, the 
grade three, Heritage program.  This program is 
offered in conjunction with Heritage Week, but 
like Festival of Lights, has become so popular that 
it actually runs through the second week of March.  
It is also an opportunity for Huronia Museum to 
give back to our local schools by offering a 
sponsored visit to defray most, if not all of the cost 
of a field trip.  By seeking sponsorship from local 
businesses and service clubs, we are able to offer 
schools 25 paid spots for their grade three students.  
This is a fun, hands-on program that gives children 
a chance to experience life through the eyes of 
Canada’s earliest settlers. 

We are always looking for new and exciting ways 
to engage the children who visit us here.  Learning 
can be fun and being able to show that to the 
students who visit us is something we love to do. 

From left to right:  Norm Ranson, Roy Doughty, Charlie Walton, 
Bill Smith and Marv Hebner (not pictured Bruce Gilbert)  
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Our Newsletter   

No. 70, April, May, June 2008            Curator: Jamie Hunter    

Tickets are now available for this year’s upcoming Heritage Dinner on April 18th, 2009 at  the 
Royal Canadian Legion.  The Ladies Auxiliary will be providing a delicious meal for us once 
again.  Members attending this year’s Heritage Dinner can expect raffles, door prizes and a silent 
auction.  Many people attending enjoy the opportunity to meet and talk about local heritage 
activities and projects. As in years past, cocktails begin at 5.00 pm and dinner will be served at 
approximately 6.30 pm.  Tickets are remaining at the usual price of $50 each with a $30.00 tax 
receipt being issued for each ticket purchase.  Tickets to Huronia Museum’s Heritage Dinner make 
an excellent Christmas gift and are now available for sale.    
This year’s we have invited Dr. Andrew Nicols to make a presentation on “The First War of North America”.  
Andrew Nichols was born and raised in Midland. He attended Midland Secondary School and received his 
Bachelor of Arts from Victoria College, University of Toronto, and his Masters and Ph.D. from the University of 
Guelph.  He was a summer staff interpreter at Sainte-Marie among the Hurons from 1985-87, and was a staff 
supervisor in 1989.  In 1989 he co-authored After the Fire:  Sainte-Marie among the Hurons since 1649 with Paul 
Delaney. 
Dr. Nicholls has taught at Buffalo State College in Buffalo, New York since 1996.  His primary teaching and 
research interest centre on Early Modern British History, Canadian History, and the History of the First World 
War.  He is the author of a recently completed manuscript entitled Strange Nations and Their Countrey’s Spoyles:  
Canada, Early Stuart Britain, and the War that Wasn’t; The Jacobean Union:  A Reconsideration of British Civil 
Policies under the Early Stuarts (1999); and numerous articles and reviews for such publications as The Beaver; 

Acadiensis; The Reader’s Guide to British History; Scottish Historical Review; and The Journal of 
British Studies. 

Andrew Nicholls and his wife Laura live in Buffalo. 

Tickets may be purchased at Huronia Museum or from Board Members:  

Miles Blackhurst 526-6844, John Raynor 526-4927, Jo-Ann Knicely 526-9420, Jack 
Charlebois 526-9932, Isobel Ball 526-9518, Jack Contin 526-0835, Gary French 322-

3003, Gord Laco 526-758, Sam VanDerZwan  549-8282 or Gord Robbins 533-1242.  

Our newsletter has been receiving a lot of positive feed 
back over the past year.  We have been working very 
hard to include lots of interesting articles on historical 
figures and events from our community as well as 
book reviews and information on our collections.   

If you have a comment, question or would like to 
submit an article for the newsletter, please contact us 
a t  t h e  m u s e u m  v i a  e m a i l  a t 
membership@huroniamuseum.com or by writing to 

the newsletter editor at Huronia 
Museum, 549 Little Lake 
Park Road, Midland, Ontario 

L4R 4P4.  Your comments are 
appreciated.   

The Staff and Board of 
Directors would like to 
wish our membership a 
safe and 
happy 
holiday 
season!   
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Reel News from the Huronia Museum Film Series 
 

 
February 27, 2009—March 28, 2009 

Jess Ford Art Show   
Art Show Opening, Friday February 27, 2009 

 
Board Meeting 

Tuesday, December 23, 2008 at 7.00 pm 
 

Board Meeting 
Tuesday, January 20, 2009 at 7.00 pm 

 
Board Meeting  

Tuesday, February 19, 2009 at 7.00 pm 
 

Board Meeting 
Tuesday, March 18th, 2009 at 7.00 pm 
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Give Film Series Passes for Christmas and Support Your Museum  

If you are finding yourself stuck over what to buy for the film lover on your Christmas list, consider buying them a pass for a 
season of the film series.  You can pick up the subscriber forms at the museum and we will make a gift certificate to present on 
Christmas morning.  Each season cost $40 and we recommend that you purchase before December 19th.  Or if it is a stocking 
stuffer or Secret Santa gift you are looking for you can also buy a gift certificate for individual film tickets that the recipient can 
exchange at any of the films we show between January and June of 2009 for only $9 per ticket.  These gift certificates can be 
purchased from the Mundy’s Bay Store at Huronia Museum.  If you would like more information please call Huronia Museum at 
526-2844 or email education@huroniamuseum.com 

Huronia Museum       
Huron Ouendat Village     
549 Little Lake Park Road    
Midland, Ontario L4R 4P4  
    

phone:  (705) 526-2844 
fax :       (705) 527-6622 
email:  membership@huroniamuseum.com 
Web :   www.huroniamuseum.com 
Blog:  http://huroniamuseumtest.wordpress.com/ 

The Huronia Museum Film Series is one of the museum’s 
largest annual fundraisers.  We bring in 18 films each year, 
giving our patrons the opportunity to watch movies they 
might otherwise have to go to Barrie or Toronto to see.  We 
love being able to offer this series to a community who so 
obviously enjoy it, but it takes a lot of work to pull 
everything together and make it a success.  Right now we 
have a small group of dedicated volunteers who help to 
make sure that things run smoothly, as well as a growing 
number of sponsors who generously give their financial 
support, and we at Huronia Museum are very grateful. 

If you would like to become involved with the Film Series 
we would be happy to include you.  As a volunteer you 
would help to choose the movies we show, write 
descriptions for our booklet and web site, help take tickets, 

work with sponsors and a variety of other 
tasks.  As a sponsor you have a number of 
different levels to choose from, the benefits 

of which change with the level of 
financial contribution. 

If you would like further information on how to sponsor 
the film series, or become a volunteer please contact 
Huronia Museum at 526-2844 or email us at 
education@huroniamuseum.com 

 

The Fall Season of the 2008/2009 Huronia Museum Film 
Series wrapped up on Wednesday November 19 with a 
screening of The Duchess, starring Keira Knightley and 
Ralph Fiennes.  This was our last film of 2008 as we break 
for the month of December.  We will resume our 
screenings on January 7, 2009.  The film committee has not 
finished selecting the films but as soon as we have them 
chosen, information will be posted on our web site and a 
list of films emailed to all of our film patrons and museum 
members.  If you are not already a film subscriber or a 
museum member, but would like to receive the email 
notifications, please contact Gillian at Huronia Museum 
and your information can be added to the list. 

Coming Events at the Museum  


