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Reviving the Huron Ouendat Village 
Prior to the devastating fire of May 8th last year, 

which destroyed the front third of the village, the staff 
were busy planning a re-development of the village with 
the support of Heritage Canada’s Museum’s Assistance 
Program.  This project developed into a partnership 
project with the Ogemawahj Tribal Council.  The 
museum was successful with the application and the 
project started in December of 2007.   

Part of this project included recovering one of the 
longhouses with a new elm bark.  Until 2007, all of the 
structures in the Huron Ouendat village were covered 
with organic elm bark that was provided by a supplier 
near Cornwall, Ontario. This supplier has since retired 
and elm trees, which have a circumference that would 
lend themselves to building such impressive structures, 
are becoming increasingly more difficult to find in 
Ontario.  

Our new artificial Elm Bark now comes from a 
supplier in St. Louis, Missouri and is made of a rubber 
compound, which should ensure that this life-sized 
exhibit will last much longer with less maintenance.   

The bark for this our 
project was made by the 
company over a 4 week 
period.    Each sheet of 
bark is  about 4 feet wide 
by 7 feet long and is an  
inch to an  inch-and-a-
half thick.  It will take  
just over 7000 pounds 
(or 3000 kilograms) of 
artificial elm bark to 
complete the re-covering 
of our longhouse.   
O u r  E x h i b i t 
Development Assistant, 
Joey Hawke,  and 
M a i n t e n a n c e  s t a f f 
member, Calvin Watts, 
have been carefully 
removing the remaining 

organic elm bark and  
replacing it with 
sheets of replicated 
elm bark.    Along the 
way repairs are being 
m a d e  t o  t h e 
underlying structure, 
which has held very 
well for the past ten 
years.   

Join us on 
September 27th to 
see the New 
Longhouse!  

The staff and 
volunteers of at the museum are busy planning an event 
to celebrate the re-opening of this longhouse and share 
plans for the reconstruction of the remainder of the 
village, which was lost in May 2007. Mark your 
calendars to join us on Saturday, September 27th, 2008 
at 1.00 pm for the ribbon– cutting and refreshments in 
the village.   

Re-building the longhouse lost in the fire.   
The Huron Ouendat Village originally had two 

longhouses, one of which is still to be rebuilt.  Museum 
management has been working with the insurance 
company and its assigned adjuster on the plans for 
rebuilding the front end of the village which was 
consumed by fire last year.  The architectural plans for 
the replacement longhouse were recently  completed by 
Rod H. Young, an architect from Orillia, Ontario.  The 
museum would like to invite local contractors to come in 
and pick up a copy of the building plans for the 
longhouse, if they are interested in this project.  The 
museum would love to see local contractors and builders 
involved in this community project.  Contractors can 
speak with either Jamie Hunter or Nahanni Born.  Jamie 
and Nahanni can be contacted at 705-526-2844  during 
regular  of f ice  hours  or  by  emai l  a t 
info@huroniamuseum.com.     

Joey Hawke, Exhibit Assistant, mounts the first 
roll of the new elm bark!  

Calvin Watts, Summer Maintenance Staff Member, 
begins mounting the brackets for working safely on 

the 22 foot tall longhouse! 
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We really don’t know the source of the names of the 
Simcoe County townships.  No clear contemporary 
explanation for them has been found, but the names 
must have been assigned about 1818-19, during the term 
of Sir Peregrine Maitland as Lieutenant Governor of 
Upper Canada. 

This lends support for the old tradition that the 
names of the townships Tiny, Tay and Flos were taken 
from three dogs belonging to Maitland’s wife.  There is 
no certainty to this, but it is the only persuasive 
explanation.  It is a very old explanation, and it is so 
improbable that it seems unlikely to have been an 
invention. 

The photograph (below right) is of Lady Sarah 
Lennox, the wife of Sir Peregrine Maitland.  It was 
taken late in her life when, as a widow, she lived at 
Windsor in apartments supplied by the Queen for ladies 
of quality.  Sir Peregrine was dead, and no doubt the 
dogs were as well. 

While we can’t be quite sure, it is unlikely that Sarah 
Lennox Maitland (ca 1794 – 1873) ever saw Flos 
Township.  She came from a very well connected noble 
family, the Dukes of Richmond and Lennox.  The first 
five dukes were all names Charles.  The first Duke 
(1672 – 1723) was an illegitimate son of Charles II and 
Louise de Keroualle, Duchess of Portsmouth.  His father 
gave him the dukedom and the name Lennox in 1675, 
when he was only a child.  The second duke (1701 – 
1750) married a daughter of Earl Cadogan.  One of his 
daughters was the mother of Charles James Fox and 
another (said to have been a mistress of George III) was 
the mother of Generals Sir William Napier and Sir 
Charles Napier. 

His son Charles (1735 – 1806), third duke, was a 
reformer.  When he died without children he was 
succeeded by his nephew, also Charles.  This Charles 
was said to have been born in a barn (his parents were 
on a fishing trip).  He once fought a duel with the Duke 
of York and his wife was a daughter of the Duke of 
Gordon.  It was this duchess who, when the family lived 
in Brussels, gave the famous ball on the eve of Quatre 
Bras and three days before the battle of Waterloo, that 
inspired the famous lines: 

 There was a sound of revelry by night 
 And Belgium’s capital had gathered then 
 Her beauty and her chivalry and bright 
 The lamps shone o’er fair women and brave men. 

Most of the senior officers awaiting the showdown 
with Napoleon’s army were present and no doubt these 
included Sir Peregrine Maitland and Sir John Colborne.  
Within three days about 40% of the officers would be 
dead or wounded. 

A few months later, Maitland was married at Paris to 
Sarah Lennox, one of the large family of the Duke of 
Richmond.  Her father is said to have opposed the 
marriage (considering Maitland not quite good enough, 
and too old) but the marriage took place at the quarters 
of the Duke of Wellington, and the Lennoxs were 
reconciled to it. 

Wellington’s officers were favoured for political 
appointments after Waterloo.  The Duke of Richmond 
was appointed Governor of British North America in 
1818 and his son-in-law went along as Lieutenant 
Governor of Upper Canada.  The Duke’s career was 
short.  He was bitten by a pet fox at Sorel and died near 
Richmond, Ontario of rabies in 1819.  This gave rise to 
the saying that he was born in a barn and died in a barn. 

The Maitlands lived at first in Toronto, but soon 
moved to an estate at Stamford Park, near Niagara.  Sir 
Peregrine (1777 – 1854) had a successful army career, 
joining the Grenadier Guards as ensign at the age of 15 
and progressing to captain in 1794, to Lieut-Colonel in 
1803, Major General in 1814, CB in 1815, KCB in 1815 
and GCB in 1852.  He commanded the First Brigade of 
Life Guards at Waterloo.  In Canada he was regarded as 
a supporter of the Conservative Family Compact, but a 
well-intentioned administrator.  He was replaced in 1828 
by Sir John Colborne, who had commanded the 52nd at 
Waterloo and is 
credited (but not by 
Wellington) with the 
defeat of Napoleon’s 
Old Guard.  The 
Maitlands remained 
i n  g o v e r n m e n t 
service as Sir 
P e r e g r i n e  w a s 
successively Lieut-
Governor of Nova 
Scotia 1828 – 1834, 
Commander in chief 
of the Madras Army 
1836 – 38 and 
Governor of Good 
Hope 1844-47.  The 
Maitlands retired to London.  When the Iron Duke died 

The Lady with the Three Dogs 
 By Gary E. French 

Lady Sarah Maitland  
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The Travels of Thomas           (Captain T.G. Anderson, that is) 

 By Peter Davis 

in 1851, Maitland and Colborne were two of his pall 
bearers. 

The Lennoxs and the Maitlands both left a large 
family, all well connected as their parents had been.  
Two of Sir Peregrine and Lady Sarah’s children were 
General Charles B. L. Maitland and Admiral Horatio A. 
L. Maitland.  One of their daughters, Sarah, was a 
grandmother of an Archbishop of York. 

It is an interesting, but bizarre little anecdote of Flos 
history, but it is well to bear in mind that when the 
Lennoxs and Maitlands were dancing in Brussels at the 
duchess’s ball, thousands of British soldiers were 
making the best of it with no such comforts.  They 
sipped no wine and no aristocratic poet and their praises 
later, but some of them had a great deal more to do with 
the settlement of Flos than their officers.  To mention 

just one example, John Hamilton was not invited to the 
ball, but would make a much greater contribution to Flos 
Township.  While his officers were enjoying good 
company, no doubt he was bedding down with the rest 
of the 79th Cameron Highlanders.  He served at Quatre 
Bras and at Waterloo.  At Waterloo he stood with about 
776 other Camerons, in kilts and bearskin caps, in a 
square forming part of Picton’s Brigade.  He must have 
been witness to the famous incident when, as the 
Camerons stood in formation, Piper Kenneth Mackay 
stepped out of the square and marched around the 
regiment playing Cògaidh nà Sith while they awaited 
Napoleon’s troops.  When the action was over, the 
Camerons had suffered the highest casualty rate of any 
regiment but one, only 297 men remaining uninjured, 
among them John Hamilton.  We don’t know the name 
of his dog.  

The dictionary defines the noun travels as “journeys; 
wanderings: to set out on one’s travels” and that is what 
the 16-year-old Thomas Gummersall Anderson did one 
fine day in 1795 from Cornwall. 

One evening, in the fall of that year, my father returned 
from visiting a lawyer, the only one perhaps within a hundred 
miles. How much better it would be for society in general if 
they were as thinly sown now-a-days. In the course of the 
evening he kindly asked me whether I would prefer being a 
lawyer or a merchant. I was surprised at the question, but he 
explained that he had two offers for me, and he gave me the 
choice. 

Whether I was alarmed on account of the study which 
would be necessary to fit me for the litigious profession, or 
the desire to see the world, by going to Kingston, influenced 
me, I do not now exactly recollect, but I chose the mercantile 
business. This being settled, I was soon fitted out with a smart 
blue jacket and a moderate kit of other necessaries. 

Young Thomas was indentured to Thomas Markland 
in Kingston for five years, and did so well there that Mr. 
Markland pressed him to stay on after his term of 
service was completed. But wanderlust and a young 
man’s desire for adventure compelled him to seek “... the 
golden leaves on the Mississippi, the hunting, and above all, 
a roving life of which youth are so fond, [this] had far greater 
attractions, and I would, right or wrong, avail myself of the 
gilded apple presented to my view.” Little realizing it when 
he set his course for Michilimackinac to enter the fur 
trade, T.G. Anderson was at the same time fearlessly 
venturing forth into the mainstream of the history of his 
country. 

Once arrived at McKinac, he was outfitted by his 
“bourgeois” (employer) and immediately set off for the 
frontier. Ah, to be young and carefree! In fact, 
Michilimackinac was the frontier; Thomas was now 
‘boldly going’ (for you Star Trek fans). His area of trade 
was west of today’s Green Bay, Wisconsin, along the 
Fox and Wisconsin rivers and on the upper reaches of 
the Mississippi River. This was true Indian Country and 
it was here for the next 14 years that he learned the fur 
trade. 

I started down the Mississippi for my wintering ground 
with the Sauk Indians. On arriving at the place, I found a 
house empty, in which some trader had wintered the year 
before. Possession, I thought, being nine points in law, I set 
all hands to making repairs, and stowed my goods into it. The 
next business was to give a portion of my goods on credit to a 
people I never before had seen. However, it was the mode of 
carrying on trade, and I must ‘get used to it.’ My house, 
which was now all right, had four good rooms, and two 
fireplaces ... 

And, he incidentally began his schooling in the 
understanding and appreciation of the Indians. He 
learned their languages (he became capable in Ojibwa, 
Sioux, Pottawatomie, Sauk, and added that to his already 
solid French); he married the daughter of a great Sioux 
Chief, Wahpasha. With his “country wife” Margaret he 
had, it is reported, three children. There are records of 
his eldest son and daughter working with him at 
Coldwater in the early 1830s. As he later writes, “... the 
boy was sent to Sandwich, where he received a good 
English education; then kept store for some time at 
Coldwater, Canada .... the girl was educated in the 
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 United States, and 
in 1833, was a 
teacher in our 
s c h o o l  a t 
Coldwater, where 
she married a 
highly respectable 
E n g l i s h 
gentleman ...” 
In 1814, on 
r e t u r n i n g  t o 
McKinac in June 
with his winter’s 
accumulation of 
fu r s ,  Thomas 
learned of an 
American Army 
force, commanded 
by General Clark, 

building a fort at Prairie du Chien. This was Indian 
territory, belonging to neither the United States nor to 
Canada, but an American military presence here would 
threaten British contact with her allies, the Western 
Indian Nations. T.G. Anderson, James Rolette and Pierre 
Grignon, a fur trader from the Green Bay area, raised a 
company of volunteers from among their friends and 
employees, and (newly named Captains of volunteer 
companies) they set off to “take the fort.” Which they 
did in July of 1814. Then Captain Anderson was left to 
“hold the fort.” Which he did until early in 1815. 

[I] had the honor to Command Fort McKay three months 
under many most distressing circumstances. Obliged to 
depend upon undisciplined Troops and Indians, whilst 
suffering from a scarcity of provisions, arms and ammunition, 
to conciliate disaffected Savages, and this whilst in daily 
Expectation of a formadable [sic] attack from the Enemy.  

After the war ended in 1815, Lt.-Col. Robert 
McDouall, at Michilimackinac,  expressing his sincere 
gratitude for Thomas’s service at this critical stage of the 
war, named him to a full captaincy and entered him as a 
Clerk, Storekeeper and Interpreter on the strength of the 
Indian Department. A shrewd move by a canny Scot. 
This appointment lasted 45 years! 

But his travels were to continue. The Indian 
Department was planned to be posted to St. Joseph’s 
Island, but then was almost immediately switched to 
Drummond Island where it remained until 1828, when it 
was again relocated, this time, to Penetanguishene. 
Captain Anderson was next asked to establish an Indian 
reserve between the Narrows (Orillia) and Coldwater, in 
the course of which (1834) the Grist Mill (which still 
stands to this day) was built at Coldwater. 

The next stop on his travels was to be Manitoulin 

Island. The Lieutenant Governor of Upper Canada at the 
time, Sir John Colborne had become a good friend of 
Thomas and spent three or four days camping with the 
Anderson family in the summer of 1830 on the shores of 
Matchedash Bay (across from today’s Fesserton). Sir 
John and Thomas conceived the idea of gathering the 
Indians from the North Shore of Lake Huron onto 
Manitoulin Island, so as to give them training in the 
fields of farming and industry. And, not incidentally, to 
keep them away from the influence of whiskey peddlers 
who had become a major problem at the Narrows and at 
Coldwater. 

I attach great Importance to their Habits of Drunkenness 
being overcome. At the first it was necessary to prohibit the 
bringing of Spirits within the Bounds of the Settlement; the 
near Approach of the White Settlers has rendered this 
Restriction no longer possible ... 

     I must not omit what I consider highly in their Praise, 
that, although obliged frequently to submit to irritating and 
extremely unjust Treatment on the part of the neighbouring 
White Settlers, no Indian has, during the whole Period of my 
Superintendence, been complained of for any Breach of the 
Laws, with one solitary Exception, for the Removal of Part of 
a Fence, and that done in Ignorance. 

The government effort at Manitoulin Island, 
overseen by Captain Anderson, lasted from 1838 
to1845.  Then he and his family were once again on the 
move, this time to Toronto, where he took over the 
operation of a newly-reorganized Indian Office after the 
dismissal of the previous Superintendent, Samuel Peters 
Jarvis. He stayed in Toronto for a couple of years, and 
then received approval to move his office to Cobourg 
that he might be closer to his son, Gustavus, at that time 
attending the theological college under Archdeacon 
Bethune. 

T h o m a s ’ 
duties as Visiting 
Superintendent of 
Indian Affairs 
e n t a i l e d  h i s 
regular attendance 
at all Present 
D i s t r i b u t i o n 
ceremonies held 
each year among 
the tribes from 
Rice Lake to Sault 
Ste. Marie to 
Owen Sound. As 
well he was 
responsible for the 
c o n s t a n t 
monitoring of, and 

Thomas Gummersall Anderson, painted by William 
Sawyer, portraitist from Kingston, Ontario 

Betsy  Anderson, painted by William Sawyer, portraitist 
from Kingston, Ontario 



5 

 reporting from, all those reserves. From the early days 
of wagon travel and on into the 1850s when the 
railways (then often referred to as “the Cars”) were 
becoming established in Upper Canada (and later 
Canada West), Capt. Anderson plied the roads and 
trackways of the territory ceaselessly. In a letter to his 
daughter Sophy which he writes from Owen Sound, 22 
October 1857: 

... Now Sophy, a little about my car tumble – I never on 
any occasion left the cars to take refreshment before – 
neither was I in need of them then, but Mr Sheriff Smith 
pressed me and I went – In my fall, all the united efforts of 
man could not have laid me (in the twinkling of an Eye) with 
such perfect safety, the wheels passing within an unpleasant 
distance, the cars running over me and, saying, as it were, 
keep still – without time to think of or cry for Mercy, there I 
lay and not until all was over and I was again seated in the 
car, did I think of thanking God for His Merciful 
preservation of me ... Collingwood 24th I arrived here about 
two hours since. All right except a Cold and the remains of a 
little bother with my car arm ... 

A little bother. I should think so – he had been run 
over by a train! 

Eventually the time came for him to retire in 1858 
when he was 79 years old. But even in retirement his 
rambling ways continued, as he moved house at various 

times from Toronto, to Cobourg, to Port Hope and to 
Port Granby, and then back to Port Hope. He farmed, 
he raised bees, he kept himself busy with carpentry 
projects and a voluminous correspondence, 
occasionally writing letters to the editor of the local 
newspaper. 

Dear Mr Editor 

                     Having retired from the Public Service and 
an idle Town life being distasteful to me, I took up my 
[residence] in the country, where I have a small Garden, 
which affords me healthful exercise during the summer 
months and, in which, I have this summer raised the largest 
Mangel Wurzel [a fodder beet] and orange Carrots, & the 
best specimens of Cauliflower, onion &c in the Township; I 
attribute my success to proper attention in the cultivation. I 
have also a little Carpentry shop ... I spend some hours each 
day in making “Nick Nax” for my Lady friends and their 
“darling ducks of babies,” such as “tiny Boxes,” “fancy 
Tables,” “Anti Shrinking Woollen Under Shirt, drying 
Machines,” “What Nots” &c~ &c~ 

But all travels must eventually come to a halt, and 
Captain Anderson’s last stop came on February 16, 
1875 in Port Hope, Ontario. There he died at 96 years 
of age. And it could truly be said of him that he died in 
Hope. 

New Publication Coming to Museum This Fall 

     

The Sea Cadet Years, Up the Shore on Georgian Bay,  

by Bonnie Rourke 
Bonnie Rourke has been working for several years with 
former Sea Cadets from the 1940s and 1950s, who 
attended Princess Alice and Queen Elizabeth Camps on 
Minnicognashene and Beausoleil Islands.  She has now 
completed a book on those years titled:  The Sea Cadet 
Years, Up the Shore on Georgian Bay, which will 
appear this fall at a reception at the Huronia Museum in 
Midland.  It is a Canadian coming of age story; young 
cadets moving from childhood to young adults while 
Canada fought in a war, oceans away.  The book tells 
the story of the Island itself, the camps, the Navy 
League, the cadet experience and the end of an era, the 
pioneer way of life her family lived up the shore as a 
caretaker of the camps.   
Bonnie grew up on Minnicognashene Island.  Her 
father, Frank Rourke, ran the civilian side of both 
properties as well as being caretaker responsible for 
maintaining Princess Alice and Queen Elizabeth Camps 
through the harsh winters and months when no one else 

was on the island.  She uses her own experience, stories 
remembered from her parents and stories told to her by 
the many “Georgian Bay Cadets” she has met and 
interviewed to tell of a fascinating, often entertaining 
but almost forgotten time in our history.  The book is 
extensively illustrated with pictures from family and 
Cadets.  Vice Admiral Gary Garnett, President of the 
National Navy League of Canada and former Lion 
Corps, has written the foreword for this book and has 
included pictures from his own cadet life.   
The Sea Cadet Years, Up 
the Shore on Georgian Bay 
will be available this fall 
through Shore Girl 
Publications 
(uptheshore@encode.com) 
705-326-6425) or through the 
Huronia Museum.   
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The Summer Jam Day Camp is once again in full 
swing and Huronia Museum is filled with the sounds of 
children having fun.   As in previous years, each week 
of camp has a different theme with a variety of games 
and activities that link to the theme.  Our camp spends a 
portion of each day at Little Lake Park they go 
swimming twice a week, visit the library every 
Wednesday and take a different field trip every 
Tuesday.  Nicole Newburn and Shannon Dunn have 
returned as councillors again this summer before they 
both head off to teachers college in the fall.  We work 
hard to develop good relationships with the kids and 
their parents.  Our goal is to provide a fun and safe 
environment for our campers. 

Even though summer is well underway we still 
have a lot of great things coming up.  In August we will 

visit the Elmvale Jungle Zoo, go mini putting, indulge 
in a little Olympic fever and even solve the Spiderwick 
Mystery.  With tons of great games, crafts and trips still 
to come Summer Jam Day Camp is only going to get 
better. 

For more information, or to register your child for 
camp, please call the Museum at 526-2844. 

The Education Department 

    From Gillian Ross—Education Coordinator 

This year we have some lovely new lines of jewelry. 
From rock art to fine neckpieces and earrings, some 
beautiful new Hasty Notes, Group of Seven Calendars and 
Postcard books and a very lucky find of quilts which we 
were able to acquire for half price due to a Winter Sale 
from one of my suppliers. These are Throw Size Quilts 
that would normally retail for $160.00 and are selling here 
for $85.00 as long as they last.   They would be a great 
addition to a small bedroom, your couch or to hang on 
your pine wall at the cottage (they come with the hanger 
loops already attached).     Rugs, pillows, blankets and 
other goodies compliment the look, along with our usual 
Native Gift themes. 

There are a few new books worthy of mention along 
with reminders of some recent titles published with the 
help of the Museum: 

• “Georgian Bay: Photographs” by Mike Grandmaison  
What wonderful pictures grace this $45.00 coffee 
table book.    I may have to take orders for this one. 

• “ Shaped by the West Wind: The Nature and History 
of Georgian Bay”,  by Claire Elizabeth Campbell.    
The story of the interplay of geology and man among 
the thirty thousand islands, a fascinating study and a 
good read.   $32.95 

• “Schoolroom: A Personal History of Education” by 
James T. Angus.  What a sweet and beguiling history 
of local author, James Angus’ school days from 

childhood through university, at a diversity of schools 
from Big Chute to Toronto, to his own teaching 
experiences later on.    Lots of history here.     $25.00  

• “God’s Mercies” by Douglas Hunter. The tale of the 
rivalries between Champlain and Henry Hudson and 
their dreams of discovery in the New World.  Written 
from Hudson’s papers and Champlain’s known 
history this is a worthy historical read.   $34.95 

• “ Atlas of Human Migration”, editor Russell King. A 
short history of Continental Migrations and why they 
happened.    This 10 x 12 “ book is full of maps and 
pictures, great for a history student.    $40.00 

• “The World Encyclopedia of Archaeology” Dr. 
AeDeen Cremin. 10 x 12 and 399 pages full of 
beautiful colour photographs and a plethora of 
unheard of places…this is a splendid book.     $59.95 

• “Encyclopedia of Native Tribes of North America” 
Michael Johnson and Richard Hook. Another  
coffee table sized book in the same vein as the last 
two titles full of history and photographs, maps and 
drawings.  $49.95 

And just a reminder about: “ Midland on Georgian 
Bay” ($60.00), “A Great Lakes Treasury of Old 
Postcards”  (now $34.95 ), “The Legacy of John Waldie” 
and a new one by Moreland Lynn called “Harry Oak “ the 
Story of A Tree, a good read for kids. 

 

News from Mundy’s Bay Store 

    From Karley MacArthur - Retail Manager 
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 The Collections Department 

    From Nicole Henderson—Collections Manager  

Report on the Annual General Meeting  
    By Jamie Hunter—Curator 

The Annual General Meeting took place Thursday, 
June 19 at 7:30pm in the auditorium of Huronia 
Museum.  In addition to the Board of Trustees (10), and 
staff (6) we also had an excellent turn out of members 
(44).  Miles Blackhurst called the meeting to order and 
reviewed the agenda, the previous minutes from last 
year’s AGM, reviewed the audited financial statements 
and presented a report on activities of the Board.  He 
noted a number of changes had taken place and 
everyone was moving forward in a positive and 
constructive manner to see that Huronia Museum 
develops and prospers.  Nahanni Born introduced the 
staff and thanked a number of funders for their 
continual support of the museum.  Jamie Hunter 
presented a list of accomplishments in exhibitions, 
research and acquisitions for the 2007 year of 
operations.  Finances were discussed and Neil Tucker 
raised the question about HLPS funds not appearing in 
the audited financial statement.  Both Nahanni and 
Jamie responded saying the funds were not a “special 
fund” but rather held in the day to day operations of the 
museum.  Elections were held and Miles vacated the 
chair in order to permit Jamie to seek nomination from 
the floor.  Three members – Miles Blackhurst, Gary 
French and Sam van der Zwan – were nominated to fill 
the vacant positions.  No further nominations were 
received and nominations were closed.  With no further 
nominations the three were acclaimed and Jamie 
handed the chair back to Miles. 

Miles then asked for suggestions on museum 

operations from the membership and Rod Ferguson 
suggested the museum go after municipal funding from 
Tay and Tiny Townships who at the moment don’t 
contribute anything to heritage preservation via a 
formal museum.  He felt that Midland was doing its fair 
share and so should the two rural communities.  With 
no further discussions, the meeting was adjourned.  
Doug Glynne remained behind to photograph the new 
Board. 

We wish to thank the members, staff and Board of 
Trustees for attending the 2008 Annual General 
Meeting.  Here’s to many years of continual success as 
we move forward after the fire and its aftermath. 

Back row, left to right:  Jack Charlebois, John Raynor, Jack Contin, Gord Robbins, Jamie Hunter 
Middle row, left to right: Gary French, Gord Laco, Sam van der Zwan, Nahanni Born 

Front row, left to right:  Jo-Ann Knicely, Miles Blackhurst, Isobel Ball 

We have been fortunate to have the opportunity to work 
with Bev Easton, an Exhibit Designer from Huntsville, 
Ontario, on creating a plan to redevelop our exhibit 
spaces and do some hands-on training.  So far we have 
held one training session on creating an interpretive 
plan for an exhibit, which was  not only a lot of fun but 
a great reminder of how important it is to carefully and 
strategically plan meaningful displays for visitors to our 
museum.  It is not that easy to create a dialogue between 
a visitor and an artifact.   
We are going to be having some more training sessions 
over the new few months and we are looking for 
volunteers who would be interested in participating in 

these session and becoming part of the museum’s 
exhibit development team.  If you have an interest in 
working on new exhibits with us and learning about the 
different aspects of exhibit design (and there are many) 
contact us as soon as possible.  Depending on when 
people are available to volunteer for the training 
sessions we will holding them either during the day, 
evenings or weekends.  We can be reached via email at 
collections@huroniamuseum.com or on weekdays at 
705-526-2844.  Ask for either Nicole or Jamie.   
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A Note from Our Summer Staff 

    From Jessica Barry and Laura Haskill 

During my first summer working at the Huronia 
Museum and Ouendat Village, I provided hourly tours 
of the village for visitors.  It was during one of these 
ordinary tours that I met a memorable couple from 
Ireland. It had been one of those dreadfully hot and 
humid June days so I took advantage of the time in 
between tours to retreat to the nicely air-conditioned 
museum. It was nearing the end of the day and it 
seemed like there would not be any more new visitors 
to whom to show the village.  Needless to say, I was 
relieved to be spared from the heat. However, with only 
a few minutes to spare before time constraints would 
not allow for another tour, in walks an elderly Irish 
couple wanting to see the village. So it was back out 
into the smothering heat…  
What made this specific tour unforgettable was the fact 
that as I explained the functions and purposes of the 
stations throughout the village, the visitors compared 
them to the ways of their Irish ancestors. For example, 
as I showed them the sweat lodge the elderly gentleman 
at first did not understand its purpose but after his wife 
referred to it in its gaelic name, he realized what it was. 
When I was describing the corn grinding station, the 
Irishman was surprised at how similar it was to those 
used in his homeland. I found this exchange of history 
and culture to be truly wonderful and enjoyable. Even 
though I admit to being overly interested in British 
culture and history, I believe anyone else would be as 
appreciative as I am for such an experience. 

Jessica 
This is my first summer working at the Huronia 
Museum and Ouendat Village and it has been quite the 
ride!  I began my summer by following and assisting 
the education programs for school groups and later was 
finally allowed to guide my own tours.  Working with 
kids from different schools was a lot of fun since every 
group holds a completely new variety of characters.  
Sharing my new found knowledge of the Ouendat with 
people is very rewarding when I get to see how 
interested people are in discovering old traditions and 
just how well the Ouendat understood their 
environment.  Another part of my job included being 

an extra counselor on the busy days of Huronia 
Museum’s Summer Jam Day Camp.  The games and 
field trips were a lot of fun to experience with the kids 
and definitely kept me busy keeping track of them all.  
My job also included working in Mundy’s Bay Store 
and doing administrative work wherever I could help 
out.  This has kept me never knowing what I was in for 
when I arrived at work and made for many surprises as 
well as learning experiences. 
As a university student studying teaching, this job has 
provided me with the skills to work independently and 
in a group, develop my communication skills and multi
-task at a fast pace.  My role at the museum has 
allowed me to continue learning as well as becoming a 
more determined worker.  The environment is very 
welcoming, the co-workers are friendly and everyone 
works together to make the museum run. 

Laura 

Why spend your summer basking in the sun when you can spend it doing the bidding of your employers at the 
Huronia Museum?  The dynamic work experience at the museum allows for us summer staff to stay on our toes as 
new people come to visit everyday.  Here we hope to give you some insight into the excitement that is a summer 
position at Huronia Museum and Huron Ouendat Village. 
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The Museum’s Endowment Fund 

     

Held By Principal Int. %  Interest Earned Due Date When Due Maturity 

TD Bank $29,423.96 3.85% $2265.66 Nov.10/08 Annual $29423.96 
TD Bank $27,385.94 3.85% $2108.72 Nov.10/08 Annual $27,385.94 
TD Mtg.Corp $11,487.23 3.15% $361.85 Apr.14/09 @ Maturity $11,487.23 

TD Mtg.Corp $15,000.00 4.20% $1970.49 June 21/09 @ Maturity $11,487.23 

TD Mtg.Corp $11,487.23 3.60% $841.97 Apr.14/10 @ Maturity $11,487.23 

TD Mtg.Corp (1*) $11,487.23   Apr.14/11 @ Maturity $11,487.23 
TD Mtg.Corp. $11,487.23 4.15% $2031.97 Apr.16/12 @ Maturity $11,487.23 
TD Mtg.Corp.(2*) $11,487.24   Apr.14/13 @ Maturity $11,487.24 
Hur.Comm. (3*) $34,626.44   30 day notice Annual $34,626.44 
Total Funds Endowment      $163,872.49 

Huronia Museum established an endowment fund in 1991 and is one of only seven museums in Ontario to have 
such a fund to ensure that the museum is able to steward the community heritage for many years to come.  The 
museum cannot use the principal itself for operations but the interest earned through investment assists greatly 
with our daily operational costs.  Our endowment fund currently stands at $163,872.49 and is invested as follows: 

A Special Donor 
By Jamie Hunter 

Wendy Davis models her new 
limited edition Huron Ouendat 
Village/Huronia Museum 
swea t sh i r t  wh ich  she 
purchased recently from the 
Mundy’s Bay Store.  Wendy 
h a s  r e c e n t l y  d o n a t e d 
$8,000.00 towards the 
museum and challenges other 
members  and heri tage 
supporters to do the same.  
This year’s tourism challenges 
r e q u i r e  c o n s i d e r a b l e 

fundraising and the Davis family has certainly done 
its fair share. 
On behalf of Huronia Museum, thank you very much, 
Wendy.  Your contribution is truly inspirational. 

Thank you, Sheryl! 
     

The Board of Directors and 
staff of Huronia Museum 
would like to thank Sheryl 
Grenier for all of her efforts 
over the past year and a half.  
Sheryl worked on a number 
of projects at the museum 
such  as the cataloguing of 
the library, accessioning 
artifacts in the collections 
area and finally assisting as 
our administrative assistant 
until the end of June in 2008 .   

We will all miss Sheryl and her dedication to Huronia 
Museum.  We wish her the best for the future.   
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2008/2009 
 Subscriptions  

now  
available ! 

 
Full Series Pass$140  

 
Each Season $40 

    

Reel News from the Huronia Museum Film Series 
 

Coming Events at the Museum  
August 1st—August 29th 
Summer Jam Day Camp 

September 14th, 2008 2pm—5pm 
Art Opening:  Watermarks 

September 15th, 2008 
Board Meeting at 7.00 pm  

September 27th, 2008 at 1.00 pm 
Longhouse Opening in Huron Ouendat Village 

October 17th, 2008 7.00 pm 
Art Opening:  Anita Baird  

October 20th, 2008 
Board Meeting at 7.00 pm  

November 17th, 2008 
Board Meeting at 7.00 pm    

Huronia Museum also posts all upcoming events on 
www.huroniamuseum.com  

&  
http://huroniamuseumtest.wordpress.com 

Become involved in the Film Series 
We enjoy being able to bring new and interesting films to our community.  There are a few ways that you 

can become involved in helping the Huronia Museum with organizing the series.  Our film committee 
can always use a new member to help with organizing and planning the series.  The film booklet also 
requires sponsorship to help with printing costs.  If you are interested in volunteering or sponsoring the 

series booklet, please call us at the museum to find out more.   

September 3rd, 2008 September 17th, 2008 

The 2008/2009 Huronia Museum Film Series will 
be starting up again on August 20th.  This series has 
become one of Huronia Museum’s best fundraisers and 
we take great pride in bringing this event to the 
community.  In an attempt to improve our series further, 
we have made a few changes to the structure of the Film 
Series, adding another season so the films are shown in 
blocks of 5, excluding the summer season.  As always you 
can purchase a full series pass at a cost of $140.00 for all 
19 films, buy a pass for one season at a time for $40.00 
each, or, of course, you can purchase tickets one film at a 
time for $9 each.  This year we are offering an additional 
bonus to your full series subscription and giving you a one 
year individual membership to Huronia Museum and a 
Gala invitation.  We hope to make this year even better 
than last and with your support we will definitely succeed. 

We are also continuing to expand our sponsorship 
program for the film series.  Each season we print 350 
booklets with film information as well as sponsor ads.  
These booklets are distributed at a number of locations in 
Midland and are always available to film series patrons, 
we feel it is a great way advertise your business, make 
new contacts in the community and to help make the 
Huronia Museum Film Series a more successful 
fundraiser.  If you would like to participate in this 
sponsorship program please contact the Museum directly. 

For a list of the dates and film titles for the Summer 
Season please check the back cover of this newsletter or 
visit our website at www.huroniamuseum.com.  For any 
other information please contact Gillian at the museum. 

The Film Series is Growing Again.   

    

August 20th, 2008  

 

August 27th, 2008 
The Year My Parents 

Went on Vacation 
When Did You Last 

See Your Father 

Amal Before the Rains 

Huronia Museum       
Huron Ouendat Village     
549 Little Lake Park Road    
Midland, Ontario L4R 4P4  
    

phone:  (705) 526-2844 
fax :       (705) 527-6622 
email:  membership@huroniamuseum.com 
Web :   www.huroniamuseum.com 
Blog:  http://huroniamuseumtest.wordpress.com/ 

    


