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Notice of Annual General Meeting, Elections  
and Changes to By-Laws    

Thursday, September 23rd, 2010 

Members of Huronia Museum are invited to attend the Annual General Meeting on 
Thursday, September 23rd, 2010  at 7.00 pm in the Museum's Auditorium.   

There are proposed changes to the museum’s by-laws this year.  Copies  of  the current by-
law 4-06  and the proposed by-law  5-10 can be picked up at the museum any day between 
the hours of 9 am and 5 pm or be downloaded from our website  at 
www.huroniamuseum.com.   

Audited financial statements will also be presented on this evening, with copies also 
available at the museum for members.   

New members are always welcome, so please tell a friend.   

 

The Agenda for the upcoming Annual General Meeting is as follows:   

 
1. Motion to accept the agenda. 
2. Motion to accept the minutes of the 

AGM from Thursday, June 18th, 
2009 . 

3. Motion to approve the 2009 Audited 
Financial Statements. 

4. Motion to appoint auditors for 2010. 
5. Report from the Chair. 
6. Presentation of by-law 5-10 
7. Motion to accept By-Law 5-10 
8. Report from the Curator and 

Administrator. 
9. Nomination of Board Members for 

2009/2010. 
10.Election of New Board of Directors. 
11.Transacting any other business. 
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93 year old Edith Davis, mother of museum volunteer 
extraordinaire, Peter Davis, examines some of the 
displays pertaining to Thomas Gummersall Anderson.  
The “Anderson Project” has been ongoing since 2005 
when Pam Dunlop decided to donate her collection of 
manuscripts, paintings and ancillary items that her 
Aunt Sophie Rowe had kept with her family all her life 
to Huronia Museum. 

Over the past five years, Peter has transcribed 650 
documents relating to Anderson’s career with the 
Indian Department, a part of the British Army.  The 
documents go from 1815 to his retirement in 1858 and 
to his death and later correspondence pertaining to 

family history and provenance of objects held by family 
members. 

Peter has also embarked on the transcriptions of 
Thomas Gummersall Anderson’s Indian Department 
records held by the National Archives in Ottawa.  This 
involved transcribing 500 documents and is ongoing 
with the completion of 4 entire microfilm reels. Peter 
now has a much more in depth knowledge of the issues 
faced by Anderson over his lengthy career of 43 years. 

As well, Peter’s research is beginning to cast light on 
Thomas Gummersall Anderson’s fur trading days from 
1800 to 1815.  For instance, he married the daughter of 
John  and Elizabeth Aird, who was a sister of renowned 
Sioux Chief Wabasha about 1808 and by her had three 
children.  The marriage ended when Thomas refused to 
take an allegiance to the United States and was 
required to leave the country moving to Drummond 
Island, where he assumed the duties within the Indian 
Department.  Two of his three children came to live 
with him at Coldwater when Drummond Island was 
turned over to the American in 1827-1829 following the 
boundary negotiations after the War of 1812.  We hope 
to produce a book/ dvd/website and make this research 
available to everyone interested in Native-Euro 
relations in the Georgian Bay region. 

Important Visitor to See the Anderson Project 
By Jamie Hunter 

Peter Davis and Mom, Edith, pose for Wendy Davis, the photographer 
when all three visited the museum this summer to see the program 

being made with the “Anderson Project”. 

In the T.G. Anderson family, as is the habit of all 
devoted families, favourite stories became part of their 
treasured lore, told and retold over the years, cherished 
and burnished like a pearl that grows lustrous inside an 
oyster. One of their stories focused on the parents of 
Captain Anderson’s wife, Elizabeth Ann, known as 
Betsy. Captain James Matthew Hamilton, her father 
(who later lived at Penetanguishene, at a farm on the 
North River in Matchedash, and later at Bass Lake), 
married her mother, Louisa Mitchell, twice, as the 
following tale will relate. Below, we are reading the 
story in the words of Sophy, Captain Anderson’s 
daughter: 

[Louisa Mitchell] was born 22nd of September, 
1777, at Mackinac where her father was then 
stationed, [and] married Captain James 
Matthew Hamilton of H.M. 5th Foot and 7th 
Dragoons November 5th 1792, and died in 
London, England, Dec. 2nd 1802. The first time 
Captain Hamilton saw Miss Mitchell she was 
playing marbles with her brothers at her father’s 
door. It was a case of love at first sight for 
straightaway his warm Irish heart left his 
keeping and became the property of the pretty 
child, and they were married soon afterwards. 

There were no ministers of any denomination in 
that part of the Country in those early days, and 

The Anderson Chronicles:  Living History 
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the marriage ceremony was performed by Dr. 
Mitchell who was a Justice of the Peace. Not very 
long after, the Regt. to which Captain Hamilton 
belonged was ordered to Niagara and they were 
re-married in the Military Church (St. Mark’s) 
by the Rev. Robert Addison and the marriage 
was duly registered. 

The Irish heart leaving his keeping is a classic touch. 
You would call that a “chick expression” today, if you 
could only get a women to actually use it. Sophy got one 
detail wrong though. The first marriage at 
Michilimackinac took place on the 15th of November 
alright, but it happened in the year 1791. That is 
another feature of family lore – stories frequently 
develop errors in small details with all the retellings, 
probably because it is more important never to let facts 
get in the way of a ripping yarn.  

It is a very small error. In fact, it was the second 
marriage that took place in 1792. The church register of 
St. Mark’s, Niagara, still exists and the third entry 
reads: 

 “August 24th, 1792, Captain James Hamilton to 
Louisa Mitchell his wife. They had been married 
by some commanding officer or magistrate and 
thought it more decent to have the first 
repeated.”  

More decent, please note that. 

My aim is to explain to you how these small details of 
Anderson family legend rattled around in my brain for 
a couple of years and then, by my own chance 
encounter with one particular passage in a book, they 
suddenly fell as seeds upon fertile ground. What then 
grew was a new understanding on my part of what had 
seemed dry history before, but now abruptly sprouted 
into something rich and three-dimensional - living 
history. In June of 2009, I was perusing the shelves of 
Jim Richardson’s Old Fort Bookstore, a favourite haunt 
of mine. (Note: Time passes and Jim’s bookstore is now 
located at the corner of King and Bay Streets in 
Midland in the old Queen’s hotel). My eyes settled on a 
cracked old leather spine reading John Graves Simcoe 
by Duncan Campbell Scott. This was a rare old gem 
which had been published by Morang and Company in 
Toronto in 1910. Lugging my newly-purchased treasure 
home to my cottage in Waubaushene, I began essential 
repairs; the old girl had encountered at least one good 

drenching with water somewhere in her long life. But 
while I worked, I read. 

In a chapter dealing with the first parliament held by 
Lt.-Gov. Simcoe at Newark in October of 1792, I read 
the following:  

“The most serious question of the day to the 
settlers was that of the marriage relation. At the 
first parliament a measure to make valid all 
existing marriages was brought before the 
assembly ... .”  

I, at once, remembered the two marriages of Captain 
Hamilton, and began to wonder. When settlers, or 
military officers posted upcountry, wished to marry in 
the early years of Canada, there were no available 
ministers to be found. Any person of authority was 
conscripted to serve in their stead and everyone was 
content with the legality of this arrangement. But now, 
with the advent of Simcoe and the establishment of 
Upper and Lower Canada, things were suddenly 
becoming official, becoming formalized, and the people 
had to now face a new reality: that, by the laws of 
England, their marriages were now considered to be 
invalid and their children as illegitimate. The particular 
act that Simcoe was pressing through the parliament 
was intended to make these “irregular unions” legally 
binding, as long as the two parties assented by an oath 
that their “relations were those of husband and wife.” 
Although, at the same time, Governor Simcoe was 
pushing other important measures such as acts to 
“encourage the destruction of wolves and bears,” and to 
ensure road maintenance, and measures “to prevent 
the introduction of negro slaves,” I could now very well 
understand why Captain Hamilton and his wife might 
feel compelled to legitimize their earlier marriage. That 
phrase “more decent” now had become crystal clear to 
me. For, reading further in the same chapter, I 
discovered another helpful bit of information. Richard 
Cartwright Jr. had written on October 12, 1792:  

“From these circumstances it had happened that 
the marriages of the generality of the 
inhabitants of Upper Canada are not valid in 
law, and their children must stricto jure be 
considered as illegitimate and consequently not 
entitled to inherit their property.” 

Now that is probably the key to the mystery: 
inheritance. A second marriage was performed to 
ensure the legality of any subsequent bequests of 
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 property and wealth. Property and property rights are 
things everyone takes seriously and we cannot tolerate 
the thought of the government getting their unholy 
“grubbies” on them. 

To understand is to forgive, it has been said. But, if so, 
forgiving is perhaps to see oneself doing the very same 

thing; that is truly understanding the actions of 
another.  

And that is what I think of as living history. 

                                                                                           - 
Peter Davis (September 2009) 

Update from the Education Department 

Another summer has come and gone and no one 
seems quite sure where all the days went.  What I 
do know is that we had a very busy nine weeks of 
camp.  We kicked things off with our fantastic 
Canada Day paint your own t-shirt event right here 
at the museum.  This went better than we ever 
could have expected.  We actually ran out of shirts 
in an hour and a half.  This event was so successful 
that we are planning to do it again next year.  
Thank you again to all our fantastic sponsors, with 
out them it would have been impossible to pull 
everything together. 

The rest of the summer flew by in a whirlwind of 
swimming and crafts and field trips.  We were lucky 
enough to have Dustin Kenney back with us as a 
councilor this summer, and joining him was Ashley 
Hern.  These two worked very well together and 
created a fun environment in camp every day with 
their enthusiasm.  However, they didn’t do it all 
alone.  We found very early on in the summer that 
our camp was busy, so busy that we had to draw on 
our other summer students to help out with the 
kids.  James Vandal was an awesome help almost 
everyday.  Kelly Lafaive and Tara Bracanovic 
stepped up and joined in whenever it was necessary 

and our Monday 
Tuesday volunteer 
Jordan Dawes was 
wonderful.  Even I 
got to join in the 
fun some days as 
an extra body on 
field trip days.  

Until this summer I had never been to the fire hall 
before but I can now say that it is a fantastic place 
and the fire fighters are great at more than just 
fighting fires, they are also really good at getting 
children excited about fire prevention and thinking 
about what to do in an emergency.  I suspect there 
are a number of households out there that now 
have emergency escape plans. 

We wrapped up our summer together with a pizza 
party sponsored by Scotia Bank, who approached 
us when they were unable to sponsor our t-shirts.  
It was a great last day and I think everyone had a 
good time throughout the summer.  When we said 
goodbye to our last camper I think everyone felt 
good about our time together.  A number were 
return campers from previous years and lots were 
new ones who I hope will return next year.  We had 
a record number of campers with us this year and it 
was definately think it was a very successful 
summer.  Now I have to start planning for March 
Break. 

Beginning this past August, visitors to our website 
(www.huroniamuseum.com) will have noticed a big 
change.  Gone are the animated menus and loud 
drumming music.  In its place was a site that 
looked a little less…busy? 

But our website got more than just a facelift.  We’ve 
changed format altogether, to a “blog” format.  The 
museum has had a blog for quite some time, thanks 
to the initial efforts of museum volunteer, Bill 
Gibson, but always in addition to our regular site.  
Now the blog IS the website.  It features all of the 

Huronia Museum on the WWW 
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 information contained in our old site, but with much, 
much more. 

For the uninitiated, a blog, or “web log” is  an online 
journal.  We add posts on a variety of topics, and 
they are displayed on the blog in reverse-
chronological order (The newest posts at the top).  In 
addition to our written text, we can add photos, 
videos and even links to other websites. 

In recent years, blogs have become an increasingly 
popular tool on the internet because they are easy to 
use and maintain.  With our old website, it was very 
cumbersome to add new information, and usually 
had to be done by a “tech savy” person.  Now, anyone 
from our museum staff can add a post to our blog 
whenever they feel that they have important 
information to share.  And because it’s much easier 
to post, ultimately more information reaches the 
screens of readers. 

Additionally, information can go the other way.  One 
of the best features of blogs is that its readers can get 
in on the action.  At the end of every post is a space 
where you can leave your comments.  Unlike an 
email, those comments don’t just reach us here at the 
museum, but are actually posted at the end of the 
article for anyone to read.  In this way, you are able 
to let people know how you feel about a certain post, 
or to ask (or answer!) a question about any topic.  
Blogs allow us to communicate directly with our 
readers, be they from around the world, or around 
the corner. 

So check out www.huroniamuseum.com and 
discover what new things are in store.  Please feel 
free to tell us what you think! 

Art Exhibit:  Don Pettit—”Land Marks”   

Don Pettit’s exhibit “Land Marks” opened on Friday, September 10th with over 120 people 
attending.  Don is a locally based artist with a 20 year background as a commercial artist and 
graphic designer, who started painting for himself six years ago.   

His first commission was the exterior murals for the Explorer’s Café as well as map making for 
the interior walls.  Two almost sold out solo shows 
followed when he was invited to show at the Carriage 
House Gallery. 

In this show he continues to search for a poetic vision of 
the natural world around us “I am trying to find a balance 
between the visual chaos and the serenity of nature.” “I’ve 
always been fascinated by the dynamics of weather, the 
effects of light, the texture of the forest and the constant 
colour changes of the water, land and sky. I try to use 
different approaches to painting that best reflects the 
subject and hope to draw the viewer into the image.” 

I enjoy the pursuit of painting in various ways to be better 
able to convey my response to the subjects.” Donald’s 
influences include: Tom Thompson, Franz Johnson, 
David Milne, Turner, and illustrator N.C.Wyeth. 

The show continues until Oct.15th. 
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Art Exhibit 
Don Pettit 

“Land Marks” 
September 10th—October 15th 

 
 
 

Annual General Meeting 
Thursday,  September 23rd, 2010 

7.00 pm Museum Auditorium   
 
 

Board of Directors Meetings 
Every third Thursday of the Month 

Upcoming Events 

Please note the date on the outside of the envelope in 
which your newsletter arrived.  The date directly below 
your address indicates when your membership will 
expire.  We can renew your membership at the front 
admissions desk when you stop by, with a credit card 
or by cheque.  If you need to renew your membership 
soon, please fill out the form below and send it back to 
us.  Thank you very much for taking a moment to do 
this.  Your membership fees help to support the day to 
day operations at the museum.   

Huronia Museum Membership Renewal 
Membership Type 

Credit Card # 

Method of Payment 

Signature 

Individual 

Family  

Corporate 

Patron 

Life  

$22.60 

Price 

$33.90 

$113.10 

$565.00 

$1130.00 

$0.00

Tax Receipt 

$0.00 

$80.00 

$480.00 

$980.00 

 

Name 

Address 

Phone Cash 

MasterCard 

Visa 

Exp. date 

Check 

Save some paper and send me my newsletters by email. 

Email address: 

Huronia Museum       
Huron Ouendat Village     
549 Little Lake Park Road    
Midland, Ontario L4R 4P4  
    
phone:  (705) 526-2844     fax :  (705) 527-6622 
email:  membership@huroniamuseum.com 

Web:  http://huroniamuseumtest.wordpress.com/ 
Education Blog:  http://hmeducation,wordpress.com 
Follow us on Twitter:  http://twitter.com/HuroniaMuseum 
Flickr: http://www.flickr.com/people/huroniamuseum/ 
You can find us on Facebook under Huronia Museum and Huron/
Ouendat Village Group  

Membership 
fees now 
include 

HST 

Tiny Township Contributes proceeds 
of Golf Tournament to Huronia 
Museum ! 

On August 21st the Mayor 
of Tiny Township held a 
charity golf tournament 
with all the proceeds 
going to Huronia 
Museum.  Our thanks to 
Mayor Peggy 
Breckenridge and all 
members of council for 
their support.   

Membership Renewals 

Film Series  
Tickets for the film series are still available at the 
museum.  The new listing of films for the upcoming 
fall series should be out shortly.  Please call or   stop 
by the museum for a list or check our webpage at 
http://huroniamuseumtest.wordpress.com/coming-
events/film-series/  for updates.   

If anyone would like to help as a volunteer, 
contact Abha at 533-2634 


