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Looking back at 2014  
 

 

2014 has been a year of transition for Huronia 
Museum.    While faced with a number of 
challenges and changes,  the organization 
approached this year with  the determination to 
meet those challenges and ensure quality of  
museum services for the community that it 
serves.   

Jamie Hunter, who served as Curator of 
Huronia Museum for 29 years retired late 2013 
and Nahanni Born as selected by the Board of 
Directors as the new Executive Director..   

In 2014, Huronia Museum continued to pursue 
its mandate to collect, exhibit, preserve the 
history of Huronia while providing educational 
opportunities  for the community to interact 
meaningfully with the collection,   Despite the 
period of transition and many challenges faced 
in our facility, Huronia Museum competently 
brought forth positive change and  enhanced 
museum services in 2014.  We thank each and 
every one of our staff and volunteers for their 
dedication to this museum.   

 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Huronia Museum Mandate 
 
 
 
Huronia Museum, in keeping current with 
new demands on heritage facilities, revised 
and had its mission statement approved by 
its membership on Saturday, February 11th, 
2012 as follows:   

 

 (a) TO operate a museum which shall be open 
to the general public; 

(b) TO acquire, obtain, purchase, exchange, sell 
and hold objects of historical value and interest 
for display to the general public; 

(c) TO collect, exhibit, educate the public on 
and preserve the Aboriginal history; Georgian 
Bay Marine History; regional pioneer Euro-
Canadian; and Georgian Bay Arts; 

(d) TO educate and provide opportunities for 
citizens to interact meaningfully with the 
museum`s collections, exhibits and educational 
programs through heritage interpretive 
programming, outreach programming and 
children`s day camp programming and; 

(e) TO receive endowment moneys for 
investment and to use the interest from the said 
moneys for the objects of the Corporation. 



New to the Collection 
 
 
 Significant additions have been made to the 

museum’s permanent collection this year.  
Some of our most notable additions to the 
collection this year include:   

 The Friends of Keewatin donated their 
captain’s logs for the ship, photos and 
postcards as well as associated research 
material for the ship.  

 A series of W.J. Wood prints to add to the 
existing collection 

 RCAF photographs, medals from local 
Serviceman, John Gianetto 

 A dress was donated which was made by 
Fabulous Formals in Midland and was also 
worn by local young girl to give flowers to 

the Queen in 1959.   
 A sizable collection of postcards from Honey 

Harbour to Collingwood 
 2 CSL (Canadian Steamship Lines) Uniforms 

from a local gentleman who worked for CSL 
for many years.   

 2 oil portraits of James and Lucy Rowe—
Parents of  Pansy Rowe who married the  
Featherstonhaugh who director of the Boys 
Reformatory in Penetanguishene.   

The curatorial and exhibit staff have installed a 
case on the museum floor to highlight new 
additions to the collection an a regular basis.  

Exhibit Renewal and Expansion 
 
 
 Upon entering the museum, returning visitors 

should notice a definite change to the exhibit 
floor.  The front hall with is home to the  Euro
-Canadian 
exhibits has 
been redesigned 
for feature 
showcases of 
our primary 
areas of 
collection as 
well as a new 
general store 
exhibit.  

  Huronia Museum was pleased to be able to 
completely redesign and  re-open the  At 
Gallery of Historic Huronia to showcase the 
works of Franz Johnson, A.Y. Jackson, Mary 
Hallen and W.J. Wood  

 The Museum has installed brand new 
interpretive sings for the Huron Wendat 
village this year.   

 Museum staff and volunteers are also 
currently working with a design firm to 
completely re-new the 1200 square foot 
NativeGallery for 2015.   

 Huronia Museum continues to maintain a 
number of off-site exhibits to promote 
heritage and the museum’s collections in 
other locations in the community.  These 
include a Dance Hall exhibit and an Elcen 
exhibit at the Town of Midland municipal 
building, a shipwreck exhibit on board the SS 
Keewatin in Port McNicoll, and a World War 
I exhibit at the midland public library.     

 



Educational Programming 
 
 
 Huronia Museum was excited to launch its 

Ambassador Pass this year which allows 
every citizen in the Town of Midland to visit 
free of charge when 
they brought a visitor 
from out of town to the 
museum. 

 The education 
department continued to 
provide quality, 
curriculum– based 
programming for over 
1400 students this year 
with many 
programming actually 
travelling to schools  

 The museum’s day camp program in the 
summer months and school holidays continue 
to prove themselves as very popular in our 
community with over 1200 children from our 
community taking part in 2014. 

 The Education Department is providing 
outreach programming to seniors homes in 
the region, allowing seniors to interact with 
the museum’s collections and share their own 
stories.   

 The museum extended its hours to be open on 
Wednesdays until 9 pm in order to 
accommodate the Ontario Archaeological 
Society which meets at the museum and 
researchers who would like to access the 
museum’s resources outside of normal 
business hours.   

 The museum launched its new “Museum 
Town” project this year which places plaques 
with QR technology at local sites with 
heritage significance.  These plaques hold 
introductory information to the location but 
more information can be sought using 
smartphone technology to link the museum’s 
website where users find further information, 
images or relevant artifacts and documents.    

 

Preservation 
 
 
 The museum has had a number of problems 

with water entering the building due to a roof 
in need of repair.  In 2014 the museum 
experienced two significant floods.  The  
museum has since had a completely new roof 
installed and been able to keep the museum’s 
valuable collection safe.   

 The museum is currently in discussion with 
its insurance company regarding the 
conservation work required to curate artifacts 
damaged in the flood.  The museum is pleased 
to report, that the artifacts will be able to have 
conservation work carried out and that no 
artifacts were completely lost in the  floods.   

 The Huronia Museum joined the 
Penetanguishene Centennial Museum alond 
with the Town of Midland, the  Township of 
Tay and the Township of Tiny to work with a 
film company to collect oral histories from 
our local residents.  Over the year, this 
committee has been compiling histories and 
names of people whose stories will be 
valuable to capture for future research 
endeavours.  This project will commence 
filming in June 2015 with the end product 
being available for the community in 2016.  

 The museum was fortunate to receive a grant 
from the Ogemawahj Tribal Council to 
complete a complete inventory of the 
museum’s in situ library.  This project will 
continue in 2015 with further cataloguing to 
be completed for the vertical research files.  

 Huronia Museum remained an active member 
of SUMAC (Sum of Arts and Culture) which 
is a collective of museums 
and art galleries in North 
Simcoe which 
collaborates on marketing 
and buying to help reduce 
the financial stress of 
conservation and 
preservation work through 
group buying.   



Events and Fundraising 
 
 
Huronia Museum held a number of events in 
2014 to engage with the community it serves as 
well as to raise funds for the important work it 
does.   
 The museum was please to bring Dr. Jack 

Granatstein, renowned 
Canadian Historian and 
television host of CBC’s 
Remembrance Day  
Ceremonies to its annual 
Heritage Dinner as guest 
speaker.  Almost 300 guests 
and supporters of Huronia 
Museum attended the event 
to hear  Dr. Granatstein’s 
talk on the last 100 days of 
World War I .    

 A dinner to honour our Veterans was held at 
the Royal Canadian Legion Branch 80 with 
guest speaker Dr. Andrew Nicholls who 
presented the Dick Whittington Post Card 
Collection of World War I postcards.   

 Official openings were held for the opening of 
the General Store in June 2014 and the Art 
Gallery in September 2014 

 Huronia 
Museum attended 
Artwalk 2014 and 
invited the 
community  to assist 
with creating their 
own large Thor 
Hansen, the original 

of which can be found at the Huronia 
Museum on exhibit.   

 Huronia Museum participated in the second 
annual Buttertart  Festival downtown Midland 
and made butter with the community.   

 Huronia Museum attended Port McNicoll’s 
annual Portarama Festival to launch its own 
photo identification project at their local 
library.   

  

Fundraising is a very important part of the 
museum's activities.  The museum relies on its 
fundraising efforts and the support of the 
community to support exhibit development 
activities, conservation work and to hep build 
capacity in the museum to allow better access to 
the collections and services.  This year’s 
fundraising activities included: 
 Easter Egg Hunt in partnership with the 

Midland Lions Club (March 2014) 
 Heritage Dinner  May 2014 
  Veteran’s Dinner 2014 (November 2014) 
 First Annual Christmas Craft Sale (November 

2014) 
 Huronia Museum Film Series (August 2014—

June 2015)  

By-Laws Policy Changes and 
Reviews 
 On April 13, 2014, the membership of the 
Huronia Museum passed a series of changes to 
the organization’s by-laws, replacing By-law #6-
13 with By-law #7-14 
 The Board of Directors reviews its policies 
on a monthly schedule at each board meeting.  
The following policies have had changes made to 
them over the past year.    
Human Resources Policy Motion # 2014-077 
Governance Policy  Motion #2014-090 
Community Policy Motion #2014-115 
All current and active by-laws and policies can 
be found at www.huroniamuseum.com.   
 



Board of Directors 
 

The following Huronia Museum members in 
good standing served as Board Members in 2014.  
 
Gary French-Chair  
Rene Hackstetter-Vice-Chair 
John French-Treasurer 
Jo-Ann Knicely-Secretary 
Tom Barber 
Isobel Ball 
Peter Davis 
Miles Blackhurst 
Dianne Nolan 
Jack Charlebois-Town of Midland Representative 
(Term ending November 2014) 
Jack Contin-Town of Midland Representative 
(Term commencing November 2013) 
 
 

Huronia Museum Committees 
 
Board members and active volunteer members of 
the museum work within the committee 
framework set out by the board of directors  to 
accomplish the goals set out in the museum’s 
strategic plan.  The following committees and 
committee members were active in 2014.   
The Chair of the museum’s Board of Directors 
attends all meetings ex-officio as does the 
museum’s Executive Director.   
All committees provide regular reports to the 
board of directors and seek board approval where 
deemed necessary by museum by-laws and 
policies.   
 
Policy Committee 
Isobel Ball 
 
Finance 
John French 
Miles Blackhurst 
Peter Shirriff (Museum Member) 
 
 
 

Museum Expansion/Village/Rebuild 
Miles Blackhurst 
Tom Barber 
Isobel Ball 
 
Accessions Committee  
Tom Barber 
Nicole Henderson (museum member) 
 
Fundraising and Membership Committee 
Miles Blackhurst 
Al James (museum member)  
 
Library and Archives Committee 
Rene Hackstetter 
 
Exhibit Committee 
Jo-An Knicely 
Peter Davis 
Dianne Nolan 
 
Heritage Dinner Committee 
Rene Hackstetter 
Peter Davis 

 
Film Series Committee 
Ken MacDonald 
Myron humaniuk 
Don Morton 
Jamie Hunter 
Rita Bisshop 
Jeanne McIsaac 
Judith Green 


