
Hugel Avenue 

Address: 657 Hugel Avenue Roll #: 4374010006176000000 
Current Owner: Monica Longlade 
Legal Description: Plan 306 N Part Lot 27 to 29 
STATUS 
Year on HI: 2010 AMA:  Designation:  Tour:  

  
History:  The Dollar House is the former residence of two of Midland’s leading historical 
figures: John Dollar and William Finlayson. John Dollar established the Ontario Lumber 
Company in 1875. The success of Dollar’s operations led to the construction of a series of “mill 
houses” just outside the eastern limits of the community known as “Dollar Town”. This section 
was annexed by the town in 1904. Dollar also erected the first board sidewalk in Midland, 
running from his Hugel Avenue home eastward to Knox Presbyterian Church. The Dollar family 
left Midland in 1890. 
 
The house was later occupied by William Finlayson, lawyer, municipal leader, provincial 
legislator and cabinet minister. Finlayson entered into a local law practice with W.H. Bennett 
(later Senator Bennett) in 1897, and later with George S. Dudley. He served as mayor of 
Midland from 1906-07. Elected to the Ontario legislature as MPP for East Simcoe, Finlayson 
served from 1923 to 1934 and 1937 to 1939. From 1926 to 1934 he was Minister of Lands and 
Forests. His interest in the town’s municipal affairs was highlighted by his involvement in 
obtaining the funds necessary for the construction of the Midland Arena Gardens in 1931. 
William Finlayson purchased the Dollar House in 1909 and it was sold by his estate in 1944. 
Throughout the years, the house has been maintained in its original style and is situated on the 
original size property. 
 
Interesting architectural elements of the house include the decorative gable ends, the bracket 
roof trim and bay windows.  The house appears to have a medium hipped roof with several 
gables and gable roofed dormers.  Most of the windows located on the front façade are 
segmental in shape with voussoirs above the openings.  The house has two chimneys and a 




